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For Starters

The Annual Meeting of the William Penn Fraternal Association Scholarship 
Foundation, Inc., will be held Tuesday, September 22, 2026, at 9:00 a.m.
Eastern Time via a Teams conference call. To participate in the meeting, 
dial (347) 379-1575. When prompted, enter the conference ID Number: 
813977214#. All donations made between now and then will be read and 
acknowledged during this Annual Meeting. Please make your donations by 
completing the form below and making your check payable to “WPFA Schol-
arship Foundation, Inc.” You can also make your donation online by visiting 
wpalife.org/members/scholarships/. On behalf of our young members who 
will benefit from your generosity, we thank you.

Notice of the Annual Meeting
of the William Penn Fraternal Association 

Scholarship Foundation, Inc.

Ohio seeks 
nominations
for award
The Ohio Fraternal 
Alliance (OFA) is accept-
ing nominations for its 
2026 Fraternalist of the 
Year award.
 	 Any member of a 
fraternal society in the 
OFA, like WPALife, who 
lives in Ohio is eligible.
	 All nominations 
must be postmarked 
or emailed to the 
Fraternalist of the Year 
Committee chairperson 
by Sept. 7, 2026.
	 The winner will be 
invited to attend the 
annual meeting of the 
Ohio Fraternal Alliance 
to be held in October.
	 For more information 
and a nomination form 
for either award, please 
contact John Lovasz at 
412-231-2979, ext. 135 
or jlovasz@wpalife.org.

William Penn Fraternal Association Scholarship Foundation, Inc.

Name:								      

Address:

City:					     State:		   Zip:

Telephone:				    Email:

(Optional) In memory/honor of:
Please make your donation payable to: “WPFA Scholarship Foundation, Inc.”

Mail this form and your payment to:
WPFA Scholarship Foundation, Inc., 709 Brighton Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15233

Thank you for your support!

Enclosed is my donation in the amount of:  
o $200.00   o $150.00   o $100.00   o $50.00   o $25.00   o $

Branches join hands to fight hunger
We thank our members and branches for your continued kindness in donating to 
those in need in your community. Because of your generous fraternal spirit, you 
donated a total of more than $2,700 worth of food during this years’ Join Hands 
Against Hunger campaign.
	 What distinguishes this program from our other fraternal efforts is that this cam-
paign supplies food to organizations with established distribution systems. All food 
or donations collected by our branches were delivered to local food banks or other 
charitable organization which provide food assistance to those who need it.
	 We salute the following branches who participated in this year’s campaign:	

Branch 1 Bridgeport, CT
Branch 8 Johnstown, PA
Branch 9 Hazleton, PA
Branch 19 New Brunswick, NJ
Branch 26 Sharon, PA
Branch 28 Youngstown, OH
Branch 51 Passaic, NJ
Branch 88 Rural Valley, PA

Branch 129 Columbus, OH
Branch 226 McKeesport, PA
Branch 249 Dayton, OH
Branch 296 Springdale, PA
Branch 349 Weirton, WV
Branch 590 Cape Coral, FL
Branch 800 Altoona, PA

Chicago 
club offers 
scholarship
The Hungarian Club of 
Chicago is accepting ap-
plications for its annual 
scholarship program. 
Deadline for applica-
tions is midnight, Dec. 
31, 2026.
	 Eligibility require-
ments and the subject 
of the required essay 
will be announced later 
in the fall. For more 
information, email the 
club at info@hungari-
anclubofchicago.com. 
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On October 23, the world will commemorate the 70th 
anniversary of the Hungarian Revolution of 1956. In 
the decades following that failed attempt at freedom, 
many historians and scholars have studied and de-
bated the legacy of that heroic struggle. Here, noted 
historian Terry Cox summarizes the current consensus 
of the impact of the revolution.

The Hungarian Revolution was the first event to 
clearly show the limits of what the Soviet com-
munist leadership would tolerate within its 
sphere of influence in Eastern Europe. While 

some modest reforms of the economic system might 
be tolerated, the removal of the communists’ monop-
oly on political power and the declaration of neutrality 
were unacceptable.
	 After 1956, communist rulers were confronted 
by two further mass challenges to their system of 
rule, in the ‘Prague Spring’ of 1968 in Czechoslovakia 
and in the rise of the Solidarity movement in Poland, 
beginning in 1980 and continuing in different forms 
throughout the following decade. However, perhaps 
in an attempt to learn from the Hungarian experience, 
neither the Czechoslovak nor the Polish movement 
attempted such a root-and-branch rejection of the 
Soviet system as the Hungarian Revolution did.
	 While the Czechoslovak reform communist 
leadership aimed to create a "communism with a 
human face," the Polish Solidarity movement aimed at 
a ‘self-limiting revolution’ that did not attempt to take 
state power from the communists. Nevertheless, their 
more modest aims did not prevent their suppression 
by military force, Soviet intervention in Czechoslovakia 
and home-grown martial law in Poland.
	 Despite its failure, the Hungarian Revolution of 
1956 remains an event of great historical interest. 
Somehow, people were able to mobilize and form a 
mass movement against the state in conditions where 
all independent forms of political activity and free 
expression had been suppressed.
	 Since there was no opposition political party, or 
even an underground conspiratorial leadership, the 
movement developed from the grass roots. As the 
revolution developed, the leadership that emerged 
under Imre Nagy was constantly revising its stand to 
take account of the views of different social groups, 
whether it was the students, the street fighters or 

finally the workers’ councils.
	 The Hungarian Revolution was also notable 
in that it was predominantly a socialist movement 
fighting against a communist state. Unlike the politi-
cal groups that were ultimately to succeed the com-
munists after 1989, there was little support in 1956 
for the restoration of a capitalist economic system. 
Although the collectivization of agriculture was un-
popular, very few wanted to see the privatization of 
industry or the banks. Instead, a strong current within 
the movement, led by the workers’ councils, wanted 
to keep public ownership of the economy but decen-
tralize its management to workers’ councils.
	 As a mass movement with widespread popular 
support from almost all sections of its society, the 
Hungarian Revolution called into question, more 
clearly than any event before, the official claims of the 
communist leaders of Eastern Europe that they were 
popular movements representing the interests of ordi-
nary working people. In this sense, 1956 can be seen 
as the beginning of the long process of the erosion of 
communist rule in Eastern Europe that ended in its fall 
from power in 1989.

Terry Cox is Emeritus Professor at the School of Social & 
Political Sciences at the University of Glasgow. His areas of 
expertise include the political sociology of post-communist 
transformations, with a special focus on civil society, inter-
est group politics, governance and welfare regimes. He also 
served as editor of the book Hungary 1956 - Forty Years On.

by Terry Cox

Photo © Pazo/Dreamstime.com

Hungary 1956
The legacy of a revolution
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Key things
to know

about
annuities

 -- Part One
by

Cameron Huddleston
AARP
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Annuities are having a moment. Sales of these products have 
more than doubled over the past five years, from $219 billion in 
2020 to $464 billion in 2025, according to LIMRA, an insurance 
and financial services trade association.

	 The allure is apparent. Annuities offer a way to get a guaranteed 
stream of income in retirement at a time when relatively few private-sec-
tor workers have access to a pension plan. “A higher level of guaranteed 
income is typically associated with less worry and more fulfillment in 
retirement,” says Jeff Judge, managing partner at Chesapeake Financial 
Planners in Forest Hill, Maryland. “If your needs are covered by guaran-
teed income, you’re not worried about running out of money.”
	 Still, annuities are complex products — which might explain why 
there’s so much confusion about them. In a 2024 survey by insurance 
marketplace Policygenius, only 1 in 4 adults 55 and older could identify 
the correct definition of an annuity. Survey respondents often mistook an-
nuities for other products, such as individual retirement accounts (IRAs), 
401(k)s and life insurance.
	 Judge says it’s not uncommon for new clients to arrive with annuities 
in their portfolio that they don’t fully understand. “They’re not sure what 
they have or how they work,” he says.
	 Given their complexity and growing popularity, taking the time to 
understand annuities is more important than ever. Here are seven things 
you should know if you’re thinking about making an annuity part of your 
retirement plan.

Annuities are insurance products
An annuity is a contract with an insurance company. In the simplest case, 
for a lump sum payment, an insurance company will provide you with a 
predictable stream of payments for a certain number of years or for the 
rest of your life.
	 Annuities can also provide peace of mind by offering a guaranteed 
rate of return on your money. Some types of annuities that are tied to 
stock market indexes can even protect against market losses (more on 
that below). “Because you sign a contract with the issuing company, 
they are able to offer these guarantees that you normally cannot receive 
through a standard investment account,” says Zachary Bachner, director 
of financial planning at Summit Financial Consulting in Sterling Heights, 
Michigan.

Annuities come in several types
Annuities can serve different goals and have varying levels of risk, depend-
ing on the type that’s purchased.

Income annuities come in two options:
• Single premium immediate annuities (SPIAs) are purchased with a single 
payment, then “annuitized” within 30 days to a year to generate regular 
payments that last for a lifetime or a certain number of years. Lifetime 
payout amounts are based on age, sex and the interest rate, with women 
receiving lower payouts because they have longer life expectancies, says 
Bryan Hodgens, senior vice president and head of research for LIMRA. 
Payouts made for a fixed period aren’t affected by the age and sex of the 
annuity owner.
• Deferred income annuities (DIAs) are similar to SPIAs, but the payouts 

Cameron Huddleston is an award-win-
ning personal finance journalist and 
author of Mom and Dad, We Need to 
Talk: How to Have Essential Conversa-
tions With Your Parents About Their 
Finances. Her work has appeared in 
Kiplinger.com, Kiplinger's Personal 
Finance, Forbes Advisor, Chicago Tri-
bune, Business Insider and many more 
online and print publications.
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begin at a future date that you choose — typically five 
to 20 years after the annuity is purchased — rather 
than immediately. The benefit of waiting is that the 
payouts are higher. The risk is that the annuity owner 
could die before payouts begin. A death benefit can 
be added for an extra cost to guarantee beneficiaries 
receive at least the amount originally invested in the 
annuity.

Fixed annuities are similar to certificates of depos-
it, Hodgens says. You pay a lump sum or series of 
payments, and the insurer pays a guaranteed rate of 
return on the money you invest for a specified period 
of time — for instance, three, five, seven or 10 years. 
Rates on fixed annuities are typically higher than CD 
and money market rates, Judge says, but lower than 
investments such as stocks and mutual funds, and 
they might not keep up with the pace of inflation.

Fixed index annuities are tied to the performance 
of a market index such as the S&P 500, meaning they 
have the potential to earn a higher rate of return 
than fixed annuities. Fixed index annuities have a cap 
rate or participation rate that limits their returns. For 
example, if the cap rate is 8 percent and the S&P 500 
rises 10 percent over the next 12 months, the annuity 

value will increase by only 8 percent, Hodgens says. 
On the bright side, fixed index annuities don’t expe-
rience any of the losses of the index to which they’re 
tied.

Variable annuities come with more risk but the po-
tential for a higher return, Hodgens says. They allow 
you to invest your money in mutual fund-like accounts 
with stocks or bonds. The value of the account will 
rise and fall with the performance of the underlying 
investments. Unlike fixed index annuities, there is no 
downside protection with variable annuities.

Registered index-linked annuities (RILAs) are a 
hybrid of fixed index and variable annuities. “You get a 
certain amount of upside growth and certain down-
side protection,” Hodgens says. RILAs track the per-
formance of a market index and usually have a higher 
cap rate on the returns than fixed index annuities do. 
However, if the index declines, you’re only protected 
up to a certain percentage of that decline.

Coming in our November/December 2026 issue:
Part Two, which will discuss payout options, tax rules, 
liquidity and fees related to annuities.

California Members - Third Party Notice
	 WPALife members residing in the State of California have a right to designate one person to receive notice of lapse, termi-
nation, expiration, nonrenewal, or cancellation of a certificate (policy) for nonpayment of premium. This designation may be 
changed or terminated at any time upon written notification from the member.
	 The individual designated by the member to receive notice of lapse, termination, expiration, nonrenewal, or cancellation 
of the certificate for nonpayment of premium does not have any rights to benefits under the certificate other than the right to 
receive the notice. In addition, this designated third party is not liable for any services to the member.
	 To designate a third party, please complete the information below and return by mail, fax or email.

Third Party Designation

Certificate/Contract/Policy Number:						       Date:

Third Party Notice, Designee (Print Name):

		     Address:

I accept designation as a third party.  Signature:

Signature, Insured/Owner:

Please complete and send the above requested information to:
Cassandra Holmes, Chief Administrative Officer

WPALife, 709 Brighton Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15233
Fax: 412-231-8535 - Email: cholmes@wpalife.org 



Over the years, each of my articles for this magazine have focused 
on a particular food theme and have been coupled with recipes 
based on that theme. For this issue, however, there is no theme; 
the recipes I chose at random. Despite this, I think that by the 

end of this article, you’ll understand how I came up with this month's title.
	 I began contributing to this magazine in April 2003, took a short 
break for a few years, then decided to get back on track. For a while, I was 
also a member of the Association's Auditing Committee and spent time in 
Pittsburgh. It was then I noticed the Association published a cookbook en-
titled Treasured Hungarian Recipes, a collection put together by members 
to help raise money for the Association's scholarship foundation.
	 Now, the idea of creating a cookbook to raise funds has been around 
for years, being particularly popular among churches. Ladies would sub-
mit their favorite recipes, create a book, then sell it to help the church. 
This idea was popular in the 40s, 50s and 60s and very successful.
	 I inquired about our cookbook and found out that it was old but still 
available for purchase. My curiosity led me to ask why a newer version 
wasn’t available, and I learned no one had taken on the project.
	 It was at that point I decided to explore the possibility of creating a 
new cookbook. My articles had been appearing regularly in “The Hungar-
ian Kitchen” section of the magazine. In one issue, I explained the project 
of a new cookbook and asked members to submit their favorite recipes to 
help the scholarship foundation. The response was better than I expected. 
With the help of the other members of the Auditing Committee, I  re-
viewed the submitted recipes and started working on a title for the new 
cookbook.
	 Our Association's new cookbook would continue to help the scholar-
ship foundation with new recipes, both of Hungarian and non-Hungarian 
origin. The committee decided to use all the recipes submitted, and the 
project came to completion in 2006 when the new cookbook was printed 
with a hard cover. The new collection's title, A Taste of Hungarian Heaven, 
was chosen because many members and their recipes were of Magyar 
origin.
	 The original Treasured Hungarian Recipes featured only 98 recipes, 
while the new cookbook has 539. A few Hungarian favorites from the 
book are published here, giving you a "taste" of A Taste, so to speak. Plus, 
now you know why the title of this issue's column is “From 98 to 539.”
	 So, if you enjoy cooking or want to get a gift for someone who loves 
cooking, please consider purchasing one, or better yet, both collections. 
You'll be eating well while supporting our scholarship foundation and our 
young members pursuing a higher education.
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In the Kitchen with Chef Béla

William Vasvary, CEC, ACE, MBBQ, is an 
instructor at the Mount Holly Campus of 
Rowan College at Burlington County, NJ. 

He is a member of the American Culinary 
Federation, a Master BBQ Cook, and judge 

of the Kansas City Barbeque Society.

From 98
to 539

Chicken Paprikás
& Potatoes
1 chicken, cut into 8 pieces
2 tablespoons salt
1 tablespoon paprika
1 small onion, chopped fine
3 tablespoons lard or shortening
3 cups water
6 medium potatoes, peeled, diced
     into 1-inch pieces

In a skillet cook the onion until 
brown. Add the chicken and salt, 
then cover and slowly cook until 
juice cooks away. Add paprika and 
water then cook for 30 minutes. 
Add the potatoes, cook another 
30 minutes. Serve hot to your 
guests.

Pork GulyásPork Gulyás
& Sauerkraut& Sauerkraut

Beef GulyásBeef Gulyás

Chicken Paprikás Chicken Paprikás 
& Potatoes& Potatoes



Beef Gulyás
1 pound beef chuck
1 tablespoon salt
¼ teaspoon black pepper
1 medium onion, chopped
2 tablespoons lard or shortening
1 teaspoon paprika
3 medium carrots, cut into ¼-inch
	 coins
2 parsley roots or parsnips, cut
	 into ¼-inch coins
1 quart water
4 medium potatoes, cut into
	 medium cubes

Cut beef into 1-inch cubes. Add 
a tablespoon of salt. Brown the 
onion in lard or shortening, then 
add the paprika and beef. Let beef 
simmer in own juice for 1 hour.
	 Add the sliced carrots and pars-
ley root and simmer additional 1½ 
hours.
	 Add the water and diced pota-
toes and simmer until potatoes 
are cooked.
	 Adjust taste with additional 
salt and pepper. Serve hot to your 
guests.

TócsniTócsni
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Pork Gulyás & Sauerkraut
1 pound pork butt, cut into 1-inch
	 cubes
3 tablespoons lard or shortening
1 pound sauerkraut
1 teaspoon kosher salt
1 teaspoon black pepper
2 teaspoons sweet paprika
1 medium onion, sliced thin
1 cup sour cream

In a skillet, melt the lard and cook 
the pork until brown. Add the on-
ion, salt, pepper and paprika. Cov-
er the skillet and cook until meat 
is tender, Add the sauerkraut and 
mix thoroughly. Serve in bowls 
with a dollop of sour cream.

Tócsni (Potato Pancakes)
3 large potatoes
1 tablespoon flour
¼ teaspoon black pepper
2 eggs
3 tablespoons breadcrumbs
½ teaspoon salt
2 small onions, minced	

Grate the potatoes with a medium 
grater into a bowl. Add all other 
ingredients and mix well. Drop by 
tablespoons into hot shortening 
in a skillet. Flatten with the back 
of a spoon and fry until medium 
brown on each side. Remove from 
skillet drain on paper towels to 
remove excess oil. Serve plain or 
with applesauce or sour cream.

Töltött Paprika
(Stuffed Peppers)
½ pound ground beef
½ pound ground pork
1 medium onion, minced
1 cup white rice, washed to 
	 remove starch dust
1 tablespoon salt
½ teaspoon black pepper
1 tablespoon lard or shortening
1 cup tomatoes, chopped or puree
9 medium green or red peppers
(Optional: use all beef or all pork)

Prepare the peppers by cutting off 
the tops, removing the seeds and 
scraping insides with a spoon.
	 Brown the onion in lard or 
shortening, then pour mixture 
into a mixing bowl with the meat, 
rice and seasoning. Mix well then 
stuff each pepper half full of the 
meat mixture.
	 Place peppers in a stew pot, 
cover with tomatoes and enough 
water to almost cover the pep-
pers. Simmer for 1 hour or until 
rice is cooked.

Get Your Official WPA Cookbooks
An outstanding

collection of

Treasured
Hungarian

Recipes
and family

favorites

WILLIAM PENN
ASSOCIATION

Fraternal Life Insurance and Annuities

709 Brighton Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15233

www.wpalife.org

Make your check payable to “WPFA Scholarship Foundation” and mail to:
WPA Cookbook, WPALife, 709 Brighton Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15233

All proceeds benefit the William Penn Fraternal Association Scholarship Foundation, Inc.

A Taste of Hungarian Heaven 
500-plus recipes - $20

Treasured Hungarian Recipes
Classic Magyar recipes - $7

Postage and handling are included in price.

Töltött PaprikaTöltött Paprika



WPA PICNIC
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The WPA Picnic was held on Saturday, Aug. 
8, in Cheswick, Pa., at the Pittsburgh Shrine 
Center’s pavilion. Judging from the reactions 
and comments of the members and guests 

who attended, our picnic has experienced a rebirth.
The friendliness extended to all by our wonderful 
volunteers, the delicious Hungarian food, the glo-
rious music by the Gypsy Stringz and a pervasive 
fraternal spirit truly made everyone feel at home. 
	 The Shrine Center's pavilion housed our live 
music, a kitchen and food serving stations, beverage 
stations, raffle tables, vendor tables, a WPA Sales 
Department welcoming station and the pastry sales 
table.
	 Meanwhile, just outside the pavilion, there 
were cornhole and children’s activities, which includ-
ed face painting, rock painting, bracelet making and 
balloon animal making with a member of the Shriner 
clowns.
	 On a gravel lot outside the pavilion’s kitchen, 
we hosted a traditional Hungarian szalonna sütés 
where guests roasted bacon over wood fires.
	 Inside, guests enjoyed a delicious buffet featur-
ing chicken paprikas, nokedli and lecsó with rice from 
The Darlington Inn in Ligonier, PA, along with stuffed 
cabbage, sausage and mac-'n'cheese from Papa 
Wood BBQ in Beaver, PA.
	 The aforementioned Gypsy Stringz, led by violin 
virtuoso and primas George Batyi, played lively mu-
sic throughout the afternoon.
	 A favorite place for many picnic guests was the 
pastries and baked goods table. All proceeds from 
the sale of these goodies was donated directly to 

our scholarship program. We thank all those who 
donated baked goods, including csöröge (fried dough 
pastries), nut rolls, poppy seed rolls, dobos tortes 
and other tasty baked goods.
	 If that didn't satisfy one's sweet tooth, you 
could also purchase a freshly-made kürtőskalács 
from the Steel City Chimneys food trailer.
	 After finishing their treats, guests were able to 
hunt for treasures offered by our picnic vendors: the 
welcoming and fragrant candles and soaps of Vanil-
lax Studio, the colorful and intricate diamond art of 
Mandy's Heavenly Creations and the wide variety of 
crafts and gifts from Debbee Tats.
	 In honor of the 140th anniversary of our Asso-
ciation, we held drawings every half hour awarding 
the lucky winners $140 each, with a final drawing 
at the end of the afternoon with a prize of $1,400. 
There was a 50/50 raffle and a raffle for various 
prizes, including lottery tickets, baskets of cheer and 
a guitar signed by country music star Neal McCoy. 
	 We have received many compliments about 
this picnic, but we owe its success to the guests who 
attended. Thank you for your support in this frater-
nal event which strengthens our American-Hungari-
an values of family, heritage and friendship.
	 Our picnic’s success was also due to our volun-
teers’ strong fraternal spirit. Thank you to the volun-
teers who helped in the kitchen and selling tickets 
and everywhere in between!
	 We hope you will all join us again next year 
when the picnic returns to the Shrine Center. We 
also hope you’ll bring your family members and 
friends.

Thank yyou ffor jjoining g us!
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What you need:
• 1 box Duncan Hines  Butter Recipe Fudge Cake Mix
• 2 large eggs
• ½ cup butter (melted)
• 1 cup semi-sweet chocolate chips
• Optional: ½ cup chopped nuts (like pecans or walnuts)
What you do:
• Set your oven heat to 350°F.
• Coat a 13x9-inch baking pan with cooking spray or butter.
• Place the cake mix, eggs, and melted butter into a large bowl.
• Stir well until a thick, stiff dough forms.
• Fold in the chocolate chips and chopped nuts until mixed.
• Spread and press the thick dough evenly into your prepared pan.
• Bake for 25 to 30 minutes until a toothpick inserted in the middle comes out clean.
• Let the pan cool completely on a wire rack before cutting into chewy squares. Dust with confectioner’s
 sugar, if desired.

Our thanks to the folks at Duncan Hines  and jamiegeller.com for sharing this yummy recipe!
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An easy-to-make treat 
Raise your hand if you like brownies. That's a LOT of hands! It just so happens that we found an easy 
and quick way to make you brownie-loving folks very happy. They're called double chocolate chew-
ies. All you need to make these tasty treats is a box of cake mix and a few other ingredients that you 
most likely already have in your kitchen. The best part is that they are so good your friends will think 
you spent hours making them. If you can’t find the exact brand and type of cake mix the recipe calls for, 
that's okay. You can use any dark chocolate fudge cake mix, but your brownies may have a more cake-
like texture. You can add nuts, if you like. But, if you’re allergic to nuts, try swapping in dried cranberries. 
As always, whenever working in your kitchen and using your oven, make sure a grown up is there to 
keep things safe.

®

®
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What’s Happppeningg

If you know of an event happening in your area
that you think your fellow WPA members might

like to attend, send your information to:
John Lovasz at jlovasz@wpalife.org.

September

18-19 Polacek Family Johnstown Slavic Festival, Johnstown, PA.
 Information: facebook.com/johnstownslavicfestival

06 American Hungarian Friends of Scouting Annual Hungarian Festival,
Parma, OH. Information: https://csbk.org/en

October 03 Branch 336/Verhovay Home Association Golf Outing, Manada Golf
 Club, Grantville, PA. Information: verhovayhomeassn@gmail.com

27 Branch 296 Springdale, PA Annual Bacon Roast, Harrison Hills Park,
Natrona Heights, PA. For reservations, call 724-274-5318 by Sept. 20.

13 Magyar Club of Dayton Gulyás Fest, St. Paul Catholic Church,
  Englewood, OH. Information: magyarclubofdayton@gmail.com

03 Annual Gulyás Cook Off, Hungarian Cultural Center of NE Ohio,
 Hiram, OH. For more information: https://geaugamagyarclub.org

November
14 Magyar Club of Dayton Heritage Dinner-Dance, the Czech-Slovak
         Club, Dayton, OH. Information: magyarclubofdayton@gmail.com

December 06 Christmas Market & Saint Nicholas Lunch, Hungarian Club of Chicago,
 Des Plaines, IL. Information: info@hungarianclubofchicago.com

07-08 20th Hungarian Festival, Sarasota County Fairground,
 Sarasota, FL. Information: call 941.320.8253

13 Hungarian Cultural Center of NE Ohio Annual Fall Festival, Hiram, OH.
 For more information: https://geaugamagyarclub.org

06 U. of Pittsburgh Nationality Rooms Holiday Open House, Cathedral
 of Learning, Pittsburgh. Information: nationalityrooms@pitt.edu
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By James Ballas
As this is being written, we are in 
the dog days of summer in New 
England. It has been hot and 
humid, but there have been many 
beautiful, sunny, comfortable days. 
There have been several summer 
rainstorms as well, a few that 
were very strong. Overall, it has 
been a wonderful summer. 
	 Our branch participated in 
the Join Hands Against Hunger 
campaign. With support from the 
Home Office, we donated non-per-
ishable food items to the Nourish 
Bridgeport food bank. 
	 In August, our branch mem-
bers and members of the United 
Church of Christ in Bridgeport 
filled 216 backpacks with school 
supplies. The backpacks were 
purchased by the church mission 
committee. Marble composition 
books, pocket folders, lead pencils, 
colored pencils and markers were 
donated by our members. They 
were assembled at the church on 
Aug. 2 by volunteers. A lunch was 
provided through the WPALife Join 
Hands Day program.
	 The backpacks were delivered 
to the Geraldine Johnson School 
in Bridgeport for new school year 
students. It is just a part of the 
donations for over 800 students at 
that neighborhood school.
	 Congratulations and best 
wishes to Julie Bero Bernaski who 
celebrated her 104th birthday on 
July 20. Julie is a lifelong member 
of Branch 1. Many of you know her 
as she was very active in WPALife 
and her church. Her son, Branch 
President Bill Bero, says she is 
maximizing her life insurance.
	 We look forward to the colors 
of fall. It is one of the best times of 
year in our area.	
	 Our branch Christmas party din-
ner and year-end business meet-
ing will be held mid-December. 
Time and date to be announced in 
the November-December issue.

Branch 1
Bridgeport, CT

ABOVE: Branch 1 member Julie 
Bero Bernaski celebrated her 
104th birthday on July 20. LEFT: 
Recent donations from Branch 1 
included backpacks, school sup-
plies and food for local charities.

Branch 9
Hazleton, PA

By Dora S. McKinsey
Greetings from Branch 9! We hope 
everyone has a safe and enjoyable 
Labor Day. It's hard to believe 
that summer is over and school is 
back in session. Please be cautious 
as you drive near bus stops and 
school buses. Children can move 
quickly, so you need to be diligent 
and watch out for them rather 
than the other way around.
	 Congratulations to branch 
member James Barra. James was 
accepted at Duquesne University 
in Pittsburgh where he will be 
studying biology with plans to at-
tend medical school in the future.
	 WPALife was a sponsor of the 
Razorbacks of PA 13U softball 
team that recently participated in 
the USSSA 14U National Tourna-
ment held in Loudon, VA. Branch 
member Julia Barra is a member 
of the team. Out of 37 teams, the 
Razorbacks finished eighth.
	 Don't forget about donating to 
the William Penn Fraternal Asso-
ciation Scholarship Foundation 
if you can. College students are 
back in school, and recipients of 
a WPALife scholarship depend on 
those funds to help with school 
finances. Every penny counts!

	 Now would be the time to eval-
uate your current life insurance 
needs and whether your bene-
ficiaries need updated. You can 
contact Branch Coordinator Sara 
Barra at s_mckinsey@hotmail.com 
or 717-460-6755 if you need assis-
tance with any of your insurance 
questions.
	 Happy birthday and/or anni-
versary wishes are being sent to 
those celebrating their big
day in September or October.
	 Our sympathies to those who 
have recently lost a loved one.
	 Please remember in prayer 
those who are struggling, be it 
with finances, relationships or just
with every day living situations.
	 Remember to start each day 
with gratitude. We all have much 
to be thankful for.

Branch 14
Cleveland, OH

By Richard E. Sarosi
Summer is sure moving along very 
fast. I hope that you are enjoying 
all of the activities taking place 
in your area. I hope that you are 
enjoying the delicious vegetables 
and fruits that are growing and 
will keep you busy.
	 It has been a busy summer.  
The Hungarian Cultural Center of 
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Retired National Director David Kozak presents a donation from WPALife to the 
members of the Johnstown Slavic Festival board. David and his wife Alexis have 
been members of the festival's board for many years. This year's festival will take 
place September 18 and 19 in Johnstown, PA.

WPALife was a proud sponsor of the Razorbacks 
of PA 13U softball team, which included Branch 
9 member Julia Barra (middle row, first on left), 
who participated in the USSSA 14U National 
Tournament in Loudon, VA. 

Northeast Ohio was the place to 
be on June 28 as it hosted three 
events: the Szentendre Vásár craft 
market; the 11th Annual Classic 
Car Show sponsored by Sarchione 
Chevrolet of Garretsville; and the 
12th Annual Buckeye Road Nation-
ality Reunion.
	 It was not a boring afternoon. 
The cars were beautiful, the ven-
dors had many items of interest 
and it was possible to meet old 
friends and families from the 
Buckeye Road neighborhood.  Mu-
sic was by the Wojtila Brothers
Band. The food prepared by the 
wonderful volunteers of the Hun-
garian Cultural Center included 
stuffed cabbage, kolbász, cabbage 

and noodles, lángos and
szalonna bread. There was 
a bakery booth with many 
delicious tender morsels 
that sold out quickly.  We 
hope you can make it for 
next year.
     The Sand Ridge Golf 
Club, one of the top 100 
golf courses in America, 
located in Chardon, OH, 
was the place to be July 21. 
The Cleveland Hungarian 
Cultural Garden hosted its 
19th Annual Golf Outing 
and Fundraiser. The early 
morning rain did not damp-
en the spirits of the golfers 
and the afternoon was filled 

with beautiful Ohio sunshine. The 
outing featured several skill shots 
and other contests that challenged 
the golfers. The buffet lunch and 
dinner had an Eastern European 
theme. A pálinka toast (what I like 
to refer to as liquid courage) was 
offered. Barrington Golf Club in 
Aurora, OH, will be the site for the 
2027 outing.
	 Thank you to WPALife and 
Branch 14 and predecessors, like 
the Verhovay Fraternal Association, 
who provided funding and made 
it possible to add the Székely Kapu 
(gate) to the garden in the late 
1930s. The kapu is a feature of 
many yards and gardens in Hunga-
ry and the Transylvanian villages 
of Romania in the Székely region, 

welcoming visitors to one's home. 
The Hungarian Cultural Garden 
is self-funding and relies on its 
wonderful group of volunteers 
who help to maintain the garden.  
Thank you to all of our supporters.
 	 Members and friends of Branch 
14 had an exciting time visiting 
Africa, even if it was only for a 
couple of hours and in Cleveland. 
The group went to see Disney’s 
The Lion King on July 29. What 
an exciting opening of the show 
with the animals parading down 
the aisles of the theater. The large 
cast of actors, dancers and singers 
brought life to all the animals of 
the continent. The stage was filled 
with Disney magic and made for a 
wonderful evening.  
	 Check the calendars and 
websites of your local Hungarian 
churches, organizations and clubs 
to see when and where events will 
take place this summer and fall. 
And don’t forget to check the
WPALife website. Please support 
and patronize our Hungarian orga-
nizations. They work hard to keep 
our heritage, traditions, food and 
history alive for future generations.  
	 This is a reminder to all parents 
to continue the practice of your 
own parents and grandparents 
by purchasing WPALIfe insurance 
policies for your children. Also, 
remind your older children to sign 
up for their adult policies. Contact 
your WPALife sales representative 
or the Home Office to assist you in 
determining the best policies to fill 
your needs.
	 Also, encourage your relatives 
and friends to join our Association.    
	 In the meantime, please make 
sure your policy information is 
up-to-date. Inform your local sales 
representative or the Home Office 
of any changes to your name, 
address, phone number, beneficia-
ries, new additions to your family 
or loss of loved ones.  
     Branch 14 meetings are held at 
St. John Byzantine Catholic Church, 
36125 Aurora Road, Solon, OH, be-
ginning at 7:00 p.m. All Branch 14 



14 • SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2026 • WPL

Branch News

The Hungarian flag was 
proudly displayed at the 
Sand Ridge Golf Cub 
during the annual golf 
outing and fundraiser 
sponsored by the Hun-
garian Cultural Garden of 
Cleveland.

adult members and adult guests 
are welcome to attend. Meeting 
dates for the remainder of 2026 
are Oct. 7, Nov. 4 and Dec. 2.
	 Mark your calendars for Satur-
day, Dec. 5, for our branch Christ-
mas party. This year's party will be 
held at a new location–the Mace-
donia Community Room, Macedo-
nia City Center, 9691 Valley View 
Road, Macedonia, OH.
	 Call Branch 14 President Car-
oline Lanzara at 1-216-970-2769 
or Branch 14 Secretary-Treasurer 
Richard Sarosi at 1-440-248-9012 
with questions regarding the 
scheduled meeting dates listed 
above.    
	 We remember those WPA 
members who have passed away 
or may have recently lost a loved 
one.
	 Branch 14 officers and mem-
bers extend our deepest sympathy 
and condolences to the family of 
Theodore Toth, husband of Betty 
Ann Toth, who passed away on 
June 27, 2026.
	 We also remember the family 
of member Thomas A. Kraynak, 
husband of Karen Kraynak, who 
passed away on July 27, 2026.
	 May the Toth and Kraynak fam-
ilies have many fond memories to 
help comfort them at this most 
difficult time.
	 May our friends, family and 
WPALife members who are no 
longer with us rest in peace.  
	 Get well wishes are being sent 
to all of our WPALife and Branch 
14 members who might be dealing 
with health issues. Please keep our 
members in your prayers.         
	 Happy birthday and anniversary 
wishes are being sent to all of our
branch members, Home Office 
staff and WPALife members who 
are celebrating a September or 
October birthday or anniversary.  
	 Keep in touch with someone 
you haven’t seen or talked with in 
a long time. It is so good to have 
personal contact and take time to 
say “Hi” and catch up on how they 
are doing. Call, write, email or text  

them. Plan a visit if you can. It 
makes a difference.
	 It is equally important to
remember family and friends 
who are in hospitals, rehabilita-
tion facilities, nursing homes and 
extended care facilities. Call ahead 
to check if visits may be possible.
	 Everyone loves the opportunity 
to hear from family and friends. 
If possible, send or bring a small 
floral gift to lift their spirits. Do not 
forget them; show them you care.
	 Branch 14 members having 
news to share about themselves 
or family members can reach me 
at Richsaro@att.net or at 1-440-
248-9012.

Branch 28
Youngstown, OH

By Kathy Novak
Hoping everyone's summer was 
enjoyable. So hard to believe 
school is back in session. We wish 
all our students much success with 
the beginning of the new academ-
ic year as they continue to have 
more learning experiences while 
making new acquaintances and 
memories and enjoying new ac-
tivities. We also offer our support 
and gratitude to all the educators, 
giving guidance to the students.
	 Please remember to support 
WPFA Scholarship Foundation. 
Your generosity allows WPALife to 
offer scholarships to our members 
as they continue their education 
beyond high school. 
	 The summer weather was very 

unpredictable this year in so many 
areas of our country, between all 
the wind, rain, heat and fires. We 
hope all of our members have 
been able to stay safe and have 
not suffered any damage or loss 
due to the weather conditions.
	 There have been so many 
festivals throughout the summer 
months within our local communi-
ties and elsewhere.
	 A very special one was the 
WPA Picnic held on Aug. 8 at 
the Pittsburgh Shrine Center in 
Cheswick, PA. There was a menu 
that appealed to all taste buds, a 
traditional bacon roast, music to 
warm our hearts, raffles, vendors 
offering great items for purchase, 
and, of course, many tasty sweet 
treats available to purchase in 
support of the WPFA Scholarship 
Foundation.
	 A special feature this year 
in conjunction with our 140th 
anniversary was a raffle held 
during the event, allowing seven 
very lucky attendees to become 
winners of some cash. Congratula-
tions to all the winners of the day.
	 As always, it was great to see 
friends and acquaintances at this 
fraternal event. It was especially 
nice to see retired National Direc-
tors Anne Marie Schmidt, David 
Kozak and Dennis Chobody, along 
with their spouses.
	 Thank you to everyone who 
worked so hard before, during 
and after this event, especially our 
Corporate Officers, Home Office 
staff, National Directors and all the 
volunteers. We especially want to 
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thank WPALife Activities Coordina-
tor Judit Ganchuk. Great job!
	 It was also nice to see some 
other events being revived and to 
learn how much participation they 
received.
	 The Hungarian Reformed 
Church of Lorain, OH, and the 
Hungarian Heritage Committee of 
Lorain hosted their Hungarian Day 
on Aug. 2 with plenty of good food, 
music and entertainment.
	 Then on Aug. 16, the Birming-
ham Ethnic Festival was held in 
Toledo, OH, with four locations 
offering food and entertainment, 
as well as vendors selling a variety 
of items. Each year this event is 
expanding and welcoming more 
attendees.
	 September also has some 
events taking place:
	 • The Cleveland Scouts' annu-
al Hungarian Festival on Sunday, 
Sept. 6 at the German Central Park 
in Parma, OH;
	 •The Hungarian Cultural Center 
of Northeastern Ohio's annual fall 
festival on Sunday, Sept. 13; and
	 • The annual Johnstown Slavic 
festival on Friday and Saturday, 
Sept.  18 and 19 at a new location 
allowing for more space for this 
event as it grows and grows more 
each year.
	 This October, please remember 
the 70th anniversary of the 1956 
Hungarian's revolution. Take time 
to reflect on those who had the 
courage and strength to fight for 
the freedom and protection of 
Hungary.

	 Remember also that this No-
vember is the time to elect branch 
officers. We are always looking 
for new ideas for our members. 
Please call me for the details 
about this meeting date, time, and 
location.
	 Mark your calendars and watch 
the mail for your invitation to the 
Branch 28 family Christmas party 
to be held on Saturday, Dec. 5 at 
the Aut Mori Hall. It will be an 
open house event from noon till 
3:00 p.m. Saint Nicholas has al-
ready been invited and has gladly 
accepted to be with us.
	 Best wishes to all those cele-
brating a birthday or anniversary 
during September and October.
	 Healing thoughts go out to all 
those feeling under the weath-
er, especially Evelyn Horvath 
Evie Byers, Barbara Stack, Cassie 
Holmes, Mary Foor, John Torma, 
Betty Ann Nagy, Jean Szabo, Rich-
ard Sarosi, Mary Ann Kelly-Lovasz, 
Jim Robertson, David Kozak, Alexis 
Kozak and Jeff Holmes.
	 Our deepest sympathy and 
prayers are extended to all those 
who recently lost a loved one.
	 We extend heartfelt sympa-
thy to all of the members of the 
Schauer family on the loss of our 
dear friend, Frank Schauer. Frank 
was a pillar of the Youngstown 
Hungarian community. He served 
as president of the Youngstown, 
American Hungarian Federation 
for decades, as well as the head of 
the Youngstown Freedom Fighters.	
	 Frank also served as past pres-

ident and vice president of our 
branch and as a delegate to the 
WPALife General Convention. 		
In addition, Frank was one of the 
engineers and hosts for WKTL's 
Hungarian radio show which aired 
weekly on Saturdays.
	 He was passionate in all that he 
participated in. His family always 
came first and was the most 
important part of his life. He will 
truly be missed by all who knew 
him. Rest well, dear friend.
	 If you have any news to share, 
please call me at 330-540-3327.
	 If you have any questions about 
any WPALife products, please call 
Alan at 330-482-9994.
	 As the crispness in the air be-
comes more noticeable, make sure 
to take some time enjoy Mother 
Nature's artwork with all the 
beautiful fall foliage.

Next
Deadline:
October 9

By Mark S. Maskarinec
and Lisa S. Toth-Maskarinec
Seems like it’s been ages since our 
last article. A lot has been happen-
ing for us.
	 Lisa accepted a full-time posi-
tion with a physical therapy com-
pany and has been battling some 
minor health issues, as have I, but 
we persevere.
	 Then, we had the inurnment at 
Notre Dame for my brother Mike. 
Mike was a Notre Dame alumni 
and it was his final wish to be bur-
ied there. I can see why he wanted 
to go there. It’s truly beautiful. 
One of the amazing things was 
driving through the cemetery and 
seeing the many Hungarians who 
were buried there. Truly amazing.
	 We had our final charity golf 
outing of the year on Aug. 1 at 
Grand View Golf Club in Braddock, 
PA. While attendance was lower 
than we had hoped, everyone had 
a good time. The weather coop-
erated. Golfers were treated to 
breakfast sandwiches and coffee, 
courtesy of our branch and the 

Branch 89
Homestead, PA
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WPALife banners welcomed golfers to the annual charity golf outing at the Grand
View Golf Club, sponsored by Steel Valley Community Charities and the Hungarian 
Reformed Church of Homestead, PA, in association with WPALife Branch 89. 

Salvation Army Canteen prior to 
the start of golf. Then they were 
able to come into the pro shop 
and get a hot dog and beverage at 
the turn, and yes, Lisa managed to 
make a crockpot of sauerkraut to 
go with the hot dogs along with 
some chopped up onions.  All of 
which were enjoyed by the golfers. 
	 Unfortunately, shortly after 
the golfing started, one of our 
volunteers, Glenn, was struck in 
the head by a line drive shot. He 
was taken by ambulance to the 
hospital where he ended up with 
a concussion but was able to go 
home that day.  
	 The golfers came back to the 
banquet area where they were 
greeted by a lovely charcuterie 
board and a wonderful buffet 
dinner highlighted by braised beef 
and chicken marsala. Then, it was 
the awarding of the various prizes, 
the Chinese Auction, and door 
prizes. It was great to see a mix-
ture of people winning the prizes.
	 The highlight came with the 50-
50. One of the golfers, Jerry, pulled 
the winning ticket (as he was the 
only person who did not purchase 
any tickets). The winner was not 
only an officer of Branch 89 but  
also an officer of our church--Mark 
Maskarinec, or "Mark M" as the 
ticket said. What a surprise.
	 The total pot for the 50-50 was 
$930. So, Mark’s share was $465, 
and he promptly donated half to 
the volunteer firemen, for they are 
the true heroes. They devote their 
lives to saving people and get paid 
nothing for doing so.  
	 We thank all our members who 
purchased tickets, golfed or do-
nated anything to the outing. We 
especially thank Diane Torma and 
WPALife for being an all-inclusive 
sponsor, Joyce Nicholson and Jim 
Robertson for being hole sponsors 
and Judit Ganchuk and Branch 226 
and Richard Sarosi for purchasing 
tickets and making donations. 
Branch 226 donated a magnificent 
lottery frame.
	 Also, we thank Tri-Boro Federal 

Credit Union for being an all-inclu-
sive sponsor. The first time they’ve 
done this. They also sent two 
foursomes to the event. A truly 
amazing feat.
	 We also thank Grand View Golf 
Club and Asti’s Steakhouse for 
treating us so magnificently. They 
truly wanted us to have a success-
ful event.
	 Without everyone’s help this 
could not be as successful as it 
was. It was sheer joy to hear the 
compliments and the “Let us Know 
when the event is scheduled for 
next year, we’ll be there” com-
ments.
	 We again thank Joyce Nichol-
son for the wonderful Steelers 
basket she donated for our first 
outing at Champion Lakes Golf 
Course in June. It was one of the 
highlights of the day. Due to prior 
commitments, four of our usu-
al foursomes backed out at the 
last minute making our turnout 
extremely light. But, the day was 
nice. Branch President John S. 
Toth, Jr. welcomed the greeters 
and even managed two of the golf 
holes.  Thanks also to Rev. Hart for 
coming up to Champion Lakes to 
man the Pay $20 move to the 150 
yard line and the closest to the pin 
on 18 with Johnnie.

	 Special thanks to Mark Mas-
karinec and Suzie Kovel for selling 
50-50 tickets for both events. This 
accounted to an extra $300 for 
each pot. And Suzie took most of 
the pictures of the event.
	   Special thanks to the "Vargo 
Girls" for donating the special 
golf balls for our June golf event 
at which we honor their parents, 
Betty and Al Vargo. They would be 
so thrilled with this outing. A lot 
of hard work is done to make this 
a success. And again, the winners 
of this event are the William Penn 
Fraternal Association Scholarship 
Foundation and The First Hungar-
ian Reformed Church of Home-
stead.  
	 On another note, belated birth-
day to Branch Vice President Mark 
S. Maskarinec who celebrated his 
special day on June 9.
	 Some members of Branch 89 
will be golfing in the Buddy Am-
brose Charity Golf outing on Sept. 
19 at Grand View Golf Club. Buddy 
served as a golf ranger at Grand 
View everyday up until he was 90.  
Proceeds from this event go to the 
Veteran’s House on Washington 
Boulevard. We at Branch 89 are 
big on giving back and this indeed 
is a worthy group.
	 Soon it will be time to get ready 



LEFT: Branch 129 members (l-r) Rick Lewis, Kolton Ash, Erzsi Wagner, 
Chris Boso and Diane Walker help with a Join Hands Day project at the 
Hungarian Reformed Church in Columbus. ABOVE: Jimmy Lewis (far 
right) joins Chris, Diane and Rick with a second project at the Grove City 
(OH) Community Center.

By John E. Burus
We are having another very humid 
summer in South Bend and had 
to deal with the Canadian and 
Washington State smoke, too. 
Where has summer gone as it is 
already August as I write this letter. 
The garden has been steady and 
producing a good harvest.
	 Our branch did Easter Baskets 
this year for three people in need. 
We helped a single mom of three 
children, a retired couple and an 
elderly widow. It is a good feeling 
to give back to the community, 
and I encourage all branches to 
participate in this great program 

Branch 132
South Bend, IN
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for our branch party in December.  
More on that to follow.
	 In closing, remember pick up 
the phone and call a loved one or 
friend. Do something special for 
someone and you will be the true 
winner in the game of life. 
	 Stay cool and take it easy.

By Debbie Lewis
Hello to all from Central Ohio. The 
year has been flying by so quickly. 
It is hard to believe that students 
are back in school. It seems like it 
wasn’t that long ago they started 
their summer break. Good luck to 
all students this school year! 
	 Congratulations to those 
members who received a WPALife 
scholarship grant for the 2026-
2027 school year.   
     We participated in Join Hands 
Day with two projects. The first 
was at the Hungarian Reformed 
Church in Columbus, and the sec-
ond was at the Grove City Com-
munity Club. We trimmed bushes, 
planted flowers, and edged and 
mulched flower beds. We had sev-
eral members helping at both sites.  
Both places were very thankful of 
the work that was done.
     The WPA Picnic was a success.  
The weather was great as were 

Branch 129
Columbus, OH

the food and music. It was so nice 
seeing old friends and meeting 
new ones.
     I enjoy the fall time of the year. 
My favorites are the harvest festi-
vals and markets, fall flowers, the 
changing colors of the trees, cool-
er days and nights and football.
     Important dates for the month 
of September include: Labor Day 
(Sept. 7), branch meeting (Sept. 
9), Patriot Day (Sept. 11), Grand-
parents Day (Sept. 13) and the 
first day of fall (Sept. 23). October 
dates include: Columbus Day (Oct. 
12) and Halloween (Oct. 31).
     Save the date Saturday, Dec. 12 
for the Branch 129 Christmas par-
ty at 2:00 p.m. at Columbus-Grove 
City Elks, 2140 Sonora Dr., Grove 
City. Invitations will be going out in 
November. 
     Remember to keep in touch 
with family and friends that you 
haven’t seen or talked to in a 
while. Give them a call if you 
can’t visit in person. We don’t 
always know what someone is 
going through in their everyday 
lives. Your call or visit might bring 
a smile to their face or brighten 
their day as well as your own!     
     We congratulate those celebrat-
ing birthdays, weddings, anniver-
saries and new additions to their 
families.
	 Get well wishes go out to all 

who have been ill or hospitalized. 
Hope all will have a speedy recov-
ery and are feeling better.
	 We also extend our sincere 
sympathy to all who have recently 
lost a loved one. Please keep all 
families of deceased members in 
your prayers. 
     If you have any news you would 
like to share in this magazine, or 
if you would like to receive infor-
mation about WPALife insurance 
or annuity plans, please contact 
Debbie Lewis at 614-875-9968 or 
614-214-1840 or DAL9968@aol.
com.
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You’re InvitedYou’re Invited
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Branch 296 Springdale, PA

BACON
ROAST

Sunday, Sept. 27, 12:00 PM • Harrison Hills Park
 5200 Freeport Road, Natrona Heights, PA
For more info, call Mary Ann at 724-274-5318

that is offered by the Home Office.
	 The 16th annual summer picnic 
was held Aug. 30 in the Sycamore 
Pavilion at Crawford Park in Mish-
awaka, IN. The branch provided 
the main dishes, plates, utensils, 
napkins, water and soda. Guests 
brought additional dishes and 
desserts to share as they do every 
year. It was nice to gather again 
with our members!
	 The next South Bend Branch 
132 quarterly meeting will be 
held on Tuesday, Sept. 8, at the 
Martin's Supermarket Deli (sec-
ond floor) on Ireland Road, South 
Bend at 5:00 p.m. All adult branch 
members are welcome to attend 
and share their ideas. The final 
meeting of the year will be held 
on Tuesday, Dec. 8, and will also 
be held at Martin’s at 5:00 p.m.
	 Our branch's annual Christ-
mas party will be held Sunday, 
Dec. 6 beginning at 3:00 p.m. at 
Mishawaka Barnaby’s Pizza Pub 
3724 Grape Road, Mishawaka, 
IN. Please note this is the same 
location as last year. The deadline 
for reservations will be Nov. 30 
for planning purposes. Please call 
574-256-5281 and leave a mes-
sage with the number of adults 
and children under 14 who will be 
attending. 

By Judit Ganchuk
It was great to see old friends and 
meet some new people at this 
year’s WPA Picnic in Cheswick, PA. 
We ate delicious food from Dar-
lington Inn in Ligonier PA and Papa 
Wood BBQ.
	 It was a little too hot for bacon 
roast for me personally, but my 
children enjoyed sweet treats 
from the pastries table inside 
the covered pavilion and then 
bought some tasty chimney cakes 
(kürtőskalács) from the Steel City 
Chimneys food truck.
	 There was an auction, 50-50, 
and 140th Anniversary Raffle with 

Branch 226
McKeesport, PA

one winner pulled every half hour 
and the big winner won $1400. 
We are still humming the tunes 
played by George Batyi and the 
Gypsy Stringz! Hopefully you too 
can attend the next picnic and 
make some happy memories.
	 Branch 226 officers decided to 
move our summer bacon roast 
and picnic to a date when the 
weather will be on our side and 
the temperature is more amiable. 
More details soon.
	 We pray for the friends and 
family members of Jerry D. Petro-
vich.
	 We also pray for our dear friend, 
Leslie F. Petras, age 88, of
McKeesport, PA, who passed away 
on July 27, 2026. He served as our 
branch treasurer for many years 
and was a General Convention 
delegate.
	 He was born in McKeesport on 
Dec. 20, 1937 and was the son of 
the late László and Rose (Barna) 
Petras. He was the husband of the 
late Sarah C. Plummer Petras for 
over 58 years.
	 Leslie began working in the 
steel mills of Duquesne and McK-
eesport that was interrupted with 
service in the United States Army, 
serving two years in the training 
center in Fort Knox, KY. Afterward, 
he entered the banking field with 
Western Pennsylvania National 
Bank that changed their name to 
Equibank N.A., with 23 years of 
service having managed six bank 
offices in their system with the last 
one being the White Oak office 

until accepting a position with 
Irwin Bank as Senior Vice Presi-
dent of the Commercial Lending 
Department.
	 He officially retired after 16 
years and immediately became 
the Executive Director of the 
McKeesport Housing Corporation, 
where he was one of the founding 
members in 1985 of the nonprofit 
organization dedicated to aiding 
low-income homeowners to their 
housing units. There were over 
800 properties upgraded within 
the city and over 40 new homes 
constructed during his time as 
board chairman and director.
	 He felt a special interest in im-
proving the needs of elderly and 
low-income individuals, having 
been on the boards of Grandview 
Apartment, Inc., Steel Valley OIC, 
and McKeesport Housing Rental 
Corporation. He also served on the 
Mon-Yough Area Industrial Devel-
opment Corporation as treasurer 
and with Blueroof Technologies.
	 He served on the board of 
directors of Compass Savings Bank 
and C.I.A.C. in Wilmerding. He also 
served as an officer of the McK-
eesport Hungarian Social Club.
	 He was a member of the White 
Oak American Legion Post 701, 
Polish National Alliance Lodge 
352, the McKeesport 11th Ward 
Welfare Association, the Croatian 
Hall Lodge in Versailles, and South 
Wilmerding firehall.
	 He served as the Secretary/
Treasurer of Transfiguration of Our 
Lord Byzantine Catholic Church, 
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By Mary A. Kelly-Lovasz
First things first. For your calendar:
	 • Branch 296 Bacon Roast, 
Sunday, Sept. 27, from noon to 
4:00 p.m. at the Yakoan Pavilion 
in Allegheny County’s Harrison 
Hills Park, Natrona Heights. Look 
for our directional signs showing 
you the way to Yakoan. There is 
no charge and all are welcome,but 
please contact me at: 724-274-
5318 by Sept. 20 so we’ll know 
how many to expect. Cold bev-
erages will be on hand (alcohol 
not allowed); along with hot dogs, 
kolbász; and of course, slabs of 

Branch 296
Springdale, PA

until the church closed in 2013.
	 Leslie is survived by his daugh-
ter Danielle Lynn (Timothy Segina) 
Anthony of North Huntingdon, PA; 
grandchildren, Katherine Rose An-
thony; Gabriel J. Anthony; sister-
in-law, Ann Louise Petras; niece, 
Beth Ann Alberts; brother-in-law, 
Daniel Plummer; and cousins on 
the Barna side of the family.
	 We will certainly miss him at 
our branch events. May God grant 
him eternal rest.
	 Please mark your calendars for 
our branch family Christmas party 
to be held on Sunday Dec. 13, 
from 2:00 to 5:00 p.m. at the Free 
Hungarian Reformed Church in 
McKeesport. Please RSVP to 412-
566-7191.
	 In other branch news, we are 
looking into details about the 
Alzheimer's Association’s arts and 
crafts fundraiser, “Do What You 
Love to End ALZ’” and considering 
making Christmas cards for the 
senior care home in McKeesport. 
We will meet once in the fall. This 
activity is for beginners and all 
supplies are provided, just show 
up and you, too, can bring a smile 
to someone’s face this Christmas.
	 Do you have good news you’d 
like us to share? Text message the 
branch at 412-566-7191 or find 
our private Facebook group online. 
If you’re on Facebook, we’d love 
to have you join our group. Make 
sure to like the main WPALife page 
on Facebook, too!
	 Our branch’s general meetings 
are held quarterly every March, 
June, September and Decem-
ber. Our next regular meeting is 
planned to be held at 6:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday, Sept. 29, at the Chick-
fil-A restaurant in the Waterfront 
complex.
	 We miss having more members 
at our meetings and would like to 
swap officers and roles, so if there 
are others who are interested in 
keeping our branch active, leading 
our branch into the future, please 
come to the September meeting 
and enjoy a chicken sandwich (or a 

float!) on us!
	 Here’s a thought for you this 
fall: Often, starting and having mo-
mentum is more important than 
waiting for perfection. That’s what 
we are asking for: your time as a 
branch officer – you don’t have to 
be perfect.

By Mark Schmidt
Well, folks, we are officially in be-
tween seasons now. The transition 
time between summer and fall is 
marked by the autumnal equinox, 
which occurs around Sept. 22 or 
23 in the Northern Hemisphere. 
Fall itself is the bridge season that 
shifts weather from summer heat 
to winter cold. So, if it’s hot, just 
remember you’re in transition. 
Turn on the air conditioning. 
	 Did you see me at the WPA Pic-
nic? If you ate at the bacon roast, 
you did. All was grand, even the 
weather. Good music, good food, 
good pastries and great people. 
The bacon roast was one of the 
most popular aspects of the picnic. 
Always a good crowd around the 
fires. I’m not sure what was the 
draw, the bacon or the conversa-
tions of old friends. But either way 
it was a nice place to volunteer at 
the picnic.
	 We got to travel there with Vice 
Chair Debbie Lewis and husband 
Rick. With me that’s two-thirds of 
the Three Amigos, who with Joyce 
Nicholson’s husband Harry, have 
bemused and entertained most 
of the Hungarian population of 
Pittsburgh at times. 
	 I hope you got all your vacation 
travel in and are ready for the 
school year. Watch out for the 
little people walking to school and 
stop for those school buses. And 
warm up the TV for all the football 
games.
	 The date for the Magyar Club 
of Dayton’s Gulyás Fest has been 
moved to Sept. 13. It will still be at 
St. Paul Catholic Church in Engle-

Branch 249
Dayton, OH

wood, OH at 1:00 p.m. Music, food 
and drink. Nothing better than 
this. Nothing Hungarian going on 
in October unless you want to 
dress up as a gypsy for Halloween!
	 Save the date for two import-
ant events coming up: The Mag-
yar Club’s Heritage Dance at the 
American Czech-Slovak Club on 
Nov. 14 and the always popular 
Branch 249 children’s Christmas 
party at Scene 75 on Dec. 13. I will 
give more information next month. 
	 We wish happy birthday in Sep-
tember to the best grandson ever, 
Lucas, and to the best daughter 
ever, Cassie, in October. Love you 
guys.
	 Peace and prayers go to you 
who have lost a loved one or dear 
friend. It is never easy, and I hope 
you cherish the love lost with their 
passing.
	 Also not easy is being sick or 
injured, always a possibility at the 
start of school sports. Stay safe 
and be well. Take extra time to 
take care of yourself, especially 
you moms who take care of ev-
erybody else. May you be up and 
back on your feet soon.
	 Just remember with this autum-
nal equinox that sweater weather 
and pumpkin spice make every-
thing nice. So, enjoy it before the 
cold sets in.
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bacon for roasting, plus all the 
fixings. Just bring some shareable 
food (my homemade baked beans 
will be there) and a good appe-
tite! The entire area is level with 
parking conveniently close to the 
pavilion and nearby restrooms. 
Harrison Hills Park also offers a 
fun playground, hiking trails and a 
scenic overlook, too. Join us, and 
maybe we can play some corn 
hole.
	 • The Branch 296 family Christ-
mas party, Saturday, Nov.  21, 
starting at noon sharp at the 
Springdale VFW. RSVP Diane Tor-
ma at 724-882-3802 by Nov. 13 so 
that Santa Claus and our magi-
cian friend Felix know that you 
are coming. As in previous years, 
your donations of non-perishable 
items for our local food pantry are 
welcomed and greatly appreciat-
ed by the recipients. Please place 
your donations at the VFW Hall 
entrance. Last year, we had a great 
response from you, which truly 
melted Santa’s heart. Santa also 
told me that he cannot wait to see 
all of us, both young and old. Also, 
as you’re reading this, you still 
have time to get off his ‘naughty’ 
list.
	 Happy September and October 
birthday wishes to our members. 
Josh Borland and John Lovasz. Also, 
happy anniversary to all of the fall 
couples joined in matrimony, and 
once again, I am thinking of my 
husband John, for his devotion 
and love throughout our 40 years 
together.
	 Wishing speedy and complete 
recovery for all branch members 
who are recovering from surger-
ies and illnesses. I also want to 
express my gratitude for all of 
the well-wishes that I’ve received 
while recovering from my shoulder 
replacement surgery. I still can’t 
throw a football properly (and 
never could before my surgery), 
but the movement is returning 
without the pain.
	 We extend our sympathy to all 
who have recently experienced 

the loss of a loved one, including 
our animal friends. May memories 
of them be eternal blessings for 
you.
	 Remaining, our branch meet-
ings are held Thursdays, at 6:00 
p.m. at the Tarentum (Pittsburgh 
Mills) Eat’n Park Restaurant. Up-
coming meeting dates are Sept. 17, 
Oct. 15 and Nov. 19. Please join us 
for a brief meeting, followed by 
appetizers or desserts.
	 Branch member and WPA sales 
representative Noreen Fritz, FIC, 
LUTCF, is a valuable resource for 
you. Contact Noreen by phone 
at: 412-821-1837 or by email at 
noreen.fritz@comcast.net.
	 Were you at the WPA Picnic 
in August? Unfortunately, I was 
unable to attend, as I was still 
recovering from a minor surgical 
procedure that I had earlier in 
the week. But, I did hear that the 
music put everyone in the Magyar 
spirit, along with the delicious 
menu and tempting offerings at 
the dessert tables. Congratulations 
to all the winners of the $140 raf-
fles and to the $1,400 grand prize 
winner! Looking forward to next 
year’s picnic.
	 Wishing one and all a happy 
and beautiful fall season!

By Joyce Nicholson
If you couldn’t make it to the WPA 
Picnic on Aug. 8, you truly missed 
a wonderful day. George Batyi and 
the Gypsy Stringz filled the air with 
lively music, and the food was 
absolutely fantastic—Darlington 
Inn’s chicken paprikás and lecsó, 
plus Papa Wood BBQ’s stuffed cab-
bage, kielbasa and mac n cheese 
that everyone was praising. And 
of course, the chimney cakes were 
a hit! We had tables full of Hun-
garian pastries and plenty of cold 
beer to keep the celebration going. 
Every 30 minutes, we drew free 
raffles in honor of WPA’s 140th an-
niversary—congratulations to all 
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the winners! The children’s area, 
vendors, and traditional bacon 
roast added even more fun to the 
day. It was a joyful, lively gathering 
from start to finish, and we hope 
you’ll be part of it next time.
	 Summer has zipped by, the kids 
are back in school and football 
season is already in full swing! I’m 
counting on the Pittsburgh Steel-
ers to do better this year—it’s long 
overdue, but I’m not putting any 
money on it! May your favorite 
team have a great season as you 
cheer them on!
	 As we head into the “unofficial 
end of summer,” I hope the rest 
of the season brings sunshine, 
picnics and plenty of fun. Enjoy ev-
ery moment because before long 
we’ll be raking those colorful fall 
leaves… and maybe even brushing 
off a little snow.
	 Speaking of snow, it may feel far 
away, but blink once and Christ-
mas will be knocking at the door. 
Stores are already rolling out Hal-
loween and holiday décor! With 

Branch 800 President Dennis Greiner 
(left) presents a donation from the 
branch to Glenn Nelson, director of 
Fort Roberdeau in Altoona, PA as the 
branch's participation in the America 
250 celebration.
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that in mind, mark your calendar 
for our branch Christmas party: 
Breakfast with Santa happening 
Saturday, Nov. 21, at 9:00 a.m. at 
the Wintersville Methodist Church 
Fellowship Hall. Please text or 
call with your name, number of 
attendees and number of children 
in your party at 740-264-6238.
	 This year, we’re continuing a 
special touch of giving--bring non 
perishable food items, personal 
hygiene products, or socks, hats 
and mittens to help stock the 
church’s Blessings Box. Each do-
nation earns you a raffle ticket for 
party prizes.
	 Our fraternalism is rooted in 
shared support and generosity, 
and together we can brighten the 
season for those in need through-
out our communities.
	 Don’t forget to make your 
donation to the William Penn 
Fraternal Association Scholarship 
Foundation. It’s tax deductible 
and helps further the education of 
our young members. You can also 
purchase a special 140th anniver-
sary edition green leaf for the Tree 
of Knowledge. The end of the year 
is always a good time to reflect on 
your charitable giving.
	 This issue’s interesting fact: 
Weirton, WV is squeezed across 
the narrow northern panhandle, 
bordering Ohio to the west and 
Pennsylvania to the east, mak-
ing it the only city in the United 
States located in a single state 

while directly touching two others. 
Weirton also sits in two coun-
ties, Hancock and Brooke, and is 
nestled in a 5-mile strip where you 
can cross into Ohio or Pennsylva-
nia without passing through any 
other West Virginia towns.
	 We wish a happy birthday to 
branch members with Septem-
ber and October dates, including 
Emily Nicholson, Deb Toth and 
Kathy Novak. Wedding anniver-
sary wishes go out to Branch 349 
Secretary-Treasurer Emily and her 
husband, Christian.
	 Get well to those under the 
weather, including Richard Sarosi.
	 Our prayers go out to those 
who have recently lost loved ones. 
Among those dearly departed are 
branch members Margaret Conroy 
and Ed Lesnick. May they rest in 
peace.
	 If you have any news you’d like 
to share, please call me or email 
jen567476@yahoo.com.
	 You can reach Alan Szabo for all 
your insurance needs at 330-482- 
9994.
	 For information about our 
branch activities, call or text Joyce 
Nicholson at 740-264-6238.
	 To all our friends, relatives, and 
members, please continue to stay 
safe and healthy.

By John B. Ballash
The officers of Branch 800 voted 
to participate in the America 250 
celebration by giving a monetary 
donation to the nearby Revolu-
tionary War-era Fort Roberdeau. 
The fort, also known as the "Lead 
Mine Fort," was built by Gen. Da-
vid Roberdeau to protect the local 
mining activities. Branch President 
Dennis Greiner delivered the 
check to Glenn Nelson, director of 
the fort.
	 As in years past, Branch 800 
provided a financial award to the 
graduating male senior at Bishop 
Guilfoyle Academy who attained 

Branch 800
Altoon, PA

the highest 
grade point av-
erage in religion 
classes over 
the previous 
four years. The 
2026 recipient 
was John "Jack" 
Compton (pic-
tured left), son 

of Michael and Dorothy Compton 
of Altoona. Jack will be attending 
Mt. Aloysius College in the fall. 
Congratulations to Jack, and many 
blessings for the future.
	 It won't be long until another 
flu season is upon us. Prepare now 
by beginning a healthy regimen of 
getting proper rest, eating a prop-
er diet, exercising, maintaining a 
positive outlook on life, cultivating 
friendships, nourishing your spiri-
tual life and, of course, taking time 
to enjoy Pennsylvania's autumn 
beauty.
	 Happy birthday to all those 
born during these fall months. 
May your coming year be full of 
blessings.
	 Mark your calendar for the 
branch Christmas party scheduled 
for Sunday, Dec. 6, at the Prime 
Sirloin Buffet in Duncansville.
	 Thank you to Dennis Greiner 
and Mary Smithmyer for the time 
and effort they put into making 
our picnic a fun time for all ages.
	 We reach out to all who have 
recently lost a loved one, especial-
ly the family and friends of Mary 
Schneiderbauer. May she and our 
many dear ones who have gone 
before us rest in peace.
	 If you have news to share, call 
814-931-1712.
	 If you have questions concern-
ing life insurance or annuities, con-
tact Bob Jones at 814-932-8609.
	 Branch 800 meetings are held at 
7:00 p.m. on the second Monday 
of each month at the Blair Tower 
Community Room, 1600 - 8th Ave., 
Altoona. All adult members are 
welcome.
	 Remember: be on the lookout 
for children this Halloween.

Next
Deadline:
October 9
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To help celebrate our 140th anniversary, WPALife is offering our members and 
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ones while helping us provide financial assistance to young members seeking a 
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tinue to assist young members reach their educational and professional dreams. 
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for for $$140.140.0000
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Puzzle Contest #219
WINNERS

The winners of our Puzzle Contest #219 were drawn 
May 5, 2026 at the Home Office. Congratulations to:

Charles J. Hicks, Br. 226 McKeesport, PA
Kenneth L. White, Br. 590 Cape Coral, FL

Mary F. Hake, Br. 28 Youngstown, OH
Jack A. Strom, Br. 132 South Bend, IN

Each won $50 for their correct entry.

RULES
ALL WPA members are eligible to enter.

Complete the word search puzzle correctly.

Mail your completed puzzle, along with your name, address,
phone number, email address, and WPA Certificate Number, to:

WPA PUZZLE #222
709 Brighton Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15233

Entries must be received at the Home Office by Oct. 30, 2026.

Four winners will be drawn from all correct entries on or about
Nov. 9, 2026, at the Home Office. Each winner will receive $50.
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WPA Certificate No.:

“Gifts for Wedded Bliss” Word List

Puzzle Contest #222

A special couple we know has a 
milestone wedding anniversa-
ry--their 40th to be exact--coming 
this fall. The husband wants to 

get his wife a gift to help celebrate this 
wonderful achievement, but he's not sure 
what type of gift to give her. Have you ever 
found yourself in a similar situation?
	 I think it's fairly safe to assume most of 
us know about the traditional gifts associ-
ated with the "big" anniversaries: silver for 
the 25th, gold for the 50th, and perhaps 
even diamond for the 75th.
	 But, what about the other years? What 
do you get someone for their 40th anni-
versary? Or, how about even their first 
anniversary? Or 7th? Or 13th?
	 Thankfully, it's easy to find via a simple 
Internet search a listing of both traditional 

Perfect 
gifts for 
wedded 

bliss

and modern gifts suitable for each anniver-
sary...or, to be more accurate, we should 
say the material from which such gifts are 
made. 
	 For example, for a first anniversary, a 
gift of paper is the traditional gift. But, 
what paper item? A card? A roll of paper 
towels? A $100 bill? The modern gift sug-
gestion isn't much more helpful--clocks. 
(Yes, I'll give my wife a clock so she'll know 
it's time to find a new husband.)
	 All kidding aside, such listings are 
helpful in that they at least narrow down 
the possibilities. So, for this issue's puz-
zle, we're listing traditional gift ideas for 
the first 15 years of marriage. Whatever 
you buy for your spouse, just make sure it 
comes from the heart.
	 (By the way, ruby is for the 40th.)

1. Paper
2. Cotton
3. Leather

4. Fruit
5. Wood

6. Iron
7. Copper
8. Bronze
9. Pottery

10. Aluminum

11. Steel
12. Silk

13. Lace
14. Ivory

15. Crystal
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In Memoriam

Please remember
in your thoughts

and prayers
all our recently

departed members
and those who 

loved them.

JUNE/JULY 2026
0001	 BRIDGEPORT, CT
	 Caterina Caruso
	 Elizabeth I. Matto
	 Rose Marie Ribas
	 Richard Ungvary
0008	 JOHNSTOWN, PA
	 Thomas E. Fabina
	 Rita Macy
0014	 CLEVELAND, OH
	 Gertrude J. Bodi
	 Josephine Camarillo
	 Tamara Crittenden
	 Betty Jean Dojchak
	 Marilyn A. Furlan
	 Ilonka O. Hudak
	 Joseph E. Rinyo
	 Carol L. Rosario
	 Angeline F. Stefanini
	 Brenda Tolbert
0015	 CHICAGO, IL
	 Richard T. Lord
0018	 LINCOLN PARK, MI
	 Robert P. Kovacs
	 Mary B. Pace
0019	 NEW BRUNSWICK, NJ
	 Charles Cook
	 Shirrel J. Doran
	 Martin Faynor
0023	 POCAHONTAS, VA
	 Phillip S. Handy
0028	 YOUNGSTOWN, OH
	 Maria Goda
0048	 NEW YORK, NY
	 Arkady Aronov
	 Grace Boscolo
	 Abraham Fremeth
	 Charles M. Kehoe

	 John Charles Kozsan
	 Dolores Nieves
0051	 PASSAIC, NJ
	 Anna Cherewaty
	 Julie Heil
	 Jacqueline A. Lyles
	 Michaelene S. Mirkovich
	 Fred Simmons
0076	 PHILADELPHIA, PA
	 Roseanna Adams
	 William Eckert
	 Carol K. Goodman
	 Dale Ann Whitmore
0089	 HOMESTEAD, PA
	 Ethel J. Belevich
	 Jeffrey M. Irwin
0129	 COLUMBUS, OH
	 William Wells
0132	 SOUTH BEND, IN
	 Carlos B. Ramsey
	 Mary C. Schirr
	 Irene B. Ziolkowski
0216	 NORTHAMPTON, PA
	 William Beslanovits
	 Joseph J. Bodisch
	 Joseph A. Lightman
0226	 McKEESPORT, PA
	 Eileen M. Poppa
0278	 OMAHA, NE
	 Patricia A. Lenton
0296	 SPRINGDALE, PA
	 Laura Baumgart
	 Stanley J. Norkevicus
	 David R. Studt
0349	 WEIRTON, WV
	 Maria A. Fasone-McKinney
0352	 PITTSBURGH, PA
	 Amy A. Filbert

Donations Through
Premium Payments
JUNE 2026
Branch - Donor - Amount
1 - Andrea R. Onderdonk - $1.00
1 - Barbara M. Onderdonk - $1.00
19 - Ethel Dudas - $4.20
28 - Elizabeth C. Spencer - $25.00
28 - Kevin R. Pansch - $5.00
28 - Jennifer Palotsee - $25.00
76 - Kathleen L. Fiordimondo - $20.00
89 - Cynthia R. DeLuca - $3.44
89 - James M. Ujevich - $9.62
129 - Julie Westcamp - $6.53
129 - Thomas A. Shepard - $5.88
129 - Virginia Abahazie - $5.00
226 - Judit Borsay - $25.00
226 - John T. Benedek - $50.00
226 - Timothy R. Holtzman - $1.40
296 - Brittany A. Brasiola - $20.00
352 - Veronica A. Kochinski - $10.00
352 - Dennis Friend - $9.65
590 - August J. Licari - $25.00

Donations
720 - John A. Puleo - $20.35
720 - Judith E. Kierstead - $20.00
8036 - Steven W. Savage - $10.95
TOTAL for Month = $304.02

JULY 2026
Branch - Donor - Amount
14 - Lois C. Sterrick - $1.65
28 - Michael A. Kroner - $8.92
28 - Darcie L. Johnson - $25.00
28 - Albert E. Schmalzried - $10.00
28 - Jennifer Palotsee - $25.00
89 - Caroline O'Connell - $0.59
132 - Lindsey N. Burus - $1.20
215 - Kelly J. Scherfel - $3.39
226 - Timothy R. Holtzman - $1.40
336 - Avalon B. Funk - $5.00
8036 - Steven W. Savage - $10.00
8340 - Aaron J. Holdsworth - $15.00
TOTAL for Month = $107.15

Additional Donations
JUNE/JULY 2026
Donor - Amount
     (In Memory of, if applicable)
WPA Cookbook Sales - $85.00
TOTAL = $85.00

Donations from the
WPA Picnic 
Held August 8, 2026
Donor - Amount
     (In Memory of, if applicable)
Allen Bailey & Associates, Inc. -
	 $1,000.00
 Christine & Tom Baldyga - $100.00
John E. Burus - $101.00
	 (Janos P. Burus)
Kati R. Csoman - $125.00
	 (Endre & Arlene Csoman)
Ditto / Kenneth Shriber - $250.00
Dr. Michael & Lori Finikiotis - $100.00
Noreen Fritz - $200.00
Judit & Perry Ganchuk - $100.00

	 Robert J. Haefner
	 Theresa Kaczmarek
	 Elizabeth Lewandowski
	 Norma J. Mulik
	 Imre Nemeth
	 Marjorie S. Schaefer
	 Martha Bengura Valpando
0383	 BUFFALO, NY
	 Peter A. Bonanza
	 Dennis A. Brown
	 Inez R. Edler
	 Kathryn J. Farmer
	 Patricia MacKinnon
0525	 LOS ANGELES, CA
	 Fred J. Cone
0590	 CAPE CORAL, FL
	 Robert J. Dudas
0720	 DEDHAM, MA
	 Rose M. Aiello
	 Emily M. Boudreau
	 Phyllis R. Dick
	 Jovina G. Fernandes
	 Annie M. Morahan
	 Kellie P. Moran
0800	 ALTOONA, PA
	 Helen L. Peachey
8114	 CLARION, PA
	 Arthur A. Aaron
	 Elin Steffey

		
	

H2R CPA - $250.00
Hungarian Arts Club - $200.00
Hungarian Rhapsody, Inc. - $150.00
Alexis & David Kozak - $100.00
Joyce & Harry Nicholson - $102.53
Katie Oswald - $100.00
Mongiovi & Son Plumbing - $150.00
Katherine E. Novak - $140.00
Anne Marie & Mark Schmidt -
	 $140.00
Stephen & Darlene Szatmari -
	 $150.00
Diane & John Torma - $100.00
Wellington Management, Inc. -
	 $1,000.00 
WPA Br. 8 Johnstown, PA - $100.00
WPA Br. 28 Youngstown, OH - $140.00
WPA Br. 44 Akron, OH - $100.00
WPA Br. 51 Passaic, NJ - $250.00
WPA Br. 226 McKeesport, PA -
	 $100.00
Barbara Lang Yates & Alfred G.
	 Yates, Jr. - $204.56
TOTAL = $5,453.09



Call us at 412-231-2979,
or your local WPA sales
representative, to learn

about investing in
a WPA Deferred

Annuity Plan.

Cash in on our highest interest rate:

5.5%on a 9-year Deferred Annuity
guaranteed for 12 months

Other great rates available now:

•5.25% on 5-Year Annuities
guaranteed for 12 months

•5.0% on 2-Year Annuities
guaranteed for 24 months

*Early surrender charges may apply.
Annuity rates may change without notice.
All annuities may be subject to IRS penalties
for early withdrawals. Early withdrawals of 10% 
of accumulated account values are not subject to 
early surrender charges.
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WPL

2026 Branch Family Christmas Parties
Branch

0014......

0028......

0088......

0129......

0132......

0216......

0226......

0249......

0296......

0336.....

0349......

0800......

City/State

Cleveland, OH..........

Youngstown, OH.......

Rural Valley, PA........

Columbus, OH..........

South Bend, IN.........

Northampton, PA......

McKeesport, PA........

Dayton, OH..............

Springdale, PA..........

Harrisburg, PA..........

Weirton, WV.............

Altoona, PA..............

Date

Dec. 5......

Dec. 5......

Dec. 6......

Dec. 12....

Dec. 6......

Dec. 12....

Dec. 13....

Dec. 13....

Nov. 21....

Dec. 5......

Nov. 21....

Dec. 6......

Time

TBD......

12:00....

2:00.....

2:00......

3:00......

12:00....

2:00......

12:30....

12:00....

11:00...

9:00......

TBD......

Location & Reservation Information

Macedonia City Center, 9691 Valley View Road, Macedonia. 
Call 216-970-2769 or 440-248-9012 for information and reservations.

Aut Mori Grotto, 563 N. Belle Vista Ave., Youngstown.
Call 330-540-3327 or email snovak@neo.rr.com by Nov. 27.

WPALife Branch 88 Social Hall, 132 W. Main St., Rural Valley.

Columbus - Grove City Elks, 2140 Sonora Dr., Grove City.
Call 614-875-9968 for reservations.

Mishawaka Barnaby’s Pizza Pub, 3724 Grape Road, Mishawaka.
Call 574-256-5281 (leave a message) by Nov. 30 for reservations. 

Chick-fil-A, 14 W. Lightcap Road, Pottstown.
Email midnight2ups@aol.com for reservations.

Free Hungarian Reformed Church, 101 University Dr., McKeesport.
Call or text 412-566-7191 for more information and reservations. 

Scene 75 Entertainment Center, 6196 Poe Ave., Dayton.
Call 937-938-0198 or email amschimidt@msn.com by Nov. 25.

Springdale Veterans Association, 1151 Pittsburgh St., Springdale.
Call 724-882-3802 or email dtorma@wpalife.org by Nov. 10. 

Verhovay Home Association, 1012 S. 29th St., Harrisburg.
Email verhovayhomeassn@gmail.com by Nov. 15 for reservations.

Wintersville Methodist Church Fellowship Hall, 702 Main St., 
Wintersville. Call or text 740-264-6238 for reservations. 

Prime Sirloin Buffet, 501 Municipal Dr., Duncansville.
Call 814-932-6809 or 814-943-7471 by Nov. 28 for reservations.

®


