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Pittsburgh Shrine Center
1877 Shriners Way, Cheswick, PA 15024

Adults $20 • Students with I.D. $10 • Kids 12 and under FREE
« Admission includes one meal voucher «

Chicken Paprikás with Dumplings • Lecsó with Rice • Stuffed Cabbage
Kielbasa • Mac-n-Cheese • Bacon Roast • Soft Drinks

« Available for purchase «
Hungarian Pastries (for the benefit of the WPFA Scholarship Foundation)

Kürtőskalács (Chimney Cakes) • Beer and Canned Cocktails

« Live Music by Gypsy Stringz «
« Children’s Area with the Shrine Center Clowns «

Games • Crafts • Caricature Artist
« Local Arts & Crafts Vendors • Raffles «

Plentiful free parking • Shuttle service for those with limited mobility

For more information, call 412-231-2979, ext. 149For more information, call 412-231-2979, ext. 149

WPA PICNIC
SATURDAY, AUG. 8 • 12-4PM 
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For Starters

Deadline extended
for 140th anniversary  
special life insurance plan

William Penn
Fraternal Association

Scholarship Foundation, Inc.
Financial Statement as of Dec. 31, 2025

$630,437.37

$44,126.80

–  $ 51,361.40
$623,202.77

 $617,782.87           
5,419.90

$623,202.77

$18,668.74
   25,458.06

Balance as of December 31, 2024

INCOME
Donations
Investment Income
	 Total Income
	
DISBURSEMENTS
Scholarship Grants
     1 Renewal 
   36 New 
   	 Total Scholarship Grants
Fundraising & Administrative Expense
Accounting Expense
	 Total Disbursements
Balance as of December 31, 2025

ASSETS
Annuities
Cash & Pledges Receivable

Total Assets as of December 31, 2025

$48,000.00
161.40

    3,200.00

$ 1,500.00
46,500.00

Did you miss the application deadline for WPALife's 140th Anniversary Simplified 
Issue Single Premium Whole Life plan? Not to worry. The Association has extended 
the deadline until Sept. 30, 2026.
That's right: you still have time to take advantage of this special offer marking this 
historic milestone in the life of our Association. From now until the end of Septem-
ber, we’ll be offering you the opportunity to purchase valuable life insurance cover-
age for you and your family with no medical questions asked. Plus, you’ll have the 
option of paying for this special coverage through an interest-free loan.
	 You can purchase a Simplified Issue Single Premium Whole Life plan for every-
one in your family ages 18 through 80. Those ages 17 and under and ages 81 and 
above are not eligible. 
	 You can purchase this special by paying a single premium, or you can take ad-
vantage of our interest-free loan offer. Under this offer, you would pay one-third of 
your premium and the remainder through an interest-free loan payable over one, 
two or three years, depending on the amount of the loan.
	 For more information or a quote, contact the Sales Department at sales@
wpalife.org. Or, contact your local WPALife agent.

18861886

20262026

Dear Leaders and Members of WPALife,
	 Thank you for your generous donation to our team 
for the 2025 Walk to Defeat ALS. We were honored to 
walk in memory of my late cousin, a devoted member 
of multiple fraternal benefit societies, who received 
invaluable support from the ALS Society during his 
courageous battle with the disease. Your generosity 
helps continue that vital mission and truly reflects the 
enduring spirit of fraternalism and service.

With warm regards,
Regina Montalbano, Captain
Team Michael "Hoover" Lako (pictured below)

Letters & Email
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Join Hands Day is a time to celebrate fraternalism 
through projects that will benefit our communities 
and connect youths and adults by working toward a 
common goal. This is the 25th year fraternalists have 
participated in Join Hands Day. 
	 Join Hands Day is traditionally observed on the 
first Saturday of May, but its underlying spirit can be 
practiced any day. We are calling upon branches to 
join in this effort by bringing members of all ages to-
gether in an effort to connect adults and young peo-
ple in improving their communities. If your branch 
has few young members, consider inviting a local Boy 
Scout or Girl Scout troop or a church youth group to 
join forces and become project partners from the 
planning stages to completion of the project.
	 We also ask that you take photos of your project 
which we will share in the pages of this magazine. 
	 If you have any questions, please call Judit at 
412-231-2979 ext. 149 or email her at jganchuk@
wpalife.org.

Fraternalists prepare
for 25th Join Hands Day

WPA life benefit mem-
bers graduating from 
high school may be 
eligible for our Graduat-
ing High School Seniors 
Benefit.
	 This benefit provides 
members free limited-
term life insurance: 
$5,000 of coverage if 
one parent is a WPA 
member and $10,000 if 
both parents are mem-
bers.
	 The coverage begins 
upon our receipt of 
written notice that you 
have graduated from 
high school and ends 
six months from the 
date of graduation. This 
coverage may be con-
tinued after six months, 
subject to submission 
of a satisfactory appli-
cation and payment of 
any required premiums.
	 Written notice, 
including verification of 
your graduation date, 
must be submitted to 
our Home Office within 
30 days of gradua-
tion. For more details, 
contact Nicole Santilli at 
our Home Office at 412-
231-2979 ext. 134. 

A special 
benefit for 
graduating 
high school
seniors

Helping women achieve success 
In honor of Women's History Month this March, WPALife's 
legal consultants, Tucker Arensberg, PC, hosted a recep-
tion in support of Dress for Success, a leading resource for 
advancing women in the workplace globally. Its purpose 
is to empower women to achieve economic mobility by pro-
viding a global network of support, workplace attire, and 
developmental tools for success. The officers and members 
of our Home Office staff joined others in supporting this 
effort by contributing purses, shoes, personal care items 
cosmetics and other items. Presenting WPALife's donations 
were (l-r): President/CEO Diane M. Torma; Chief Adminis-
trative Officer Cassandra Holmes; Sales Director Barbara 
Tew; Mary A. Kelly-Lovasz, Administrative Assistant to the 
CAO; and Nycole Brink, Life Underwriter.

We invite our members 
and branches to share 
our spirit of fraternal-
ism by participating in 
this year's Join Hands 
Against Hunger cam-
paign.
	 What distinguishes 
this program from our 
other fraternal efforts 
is that this campaign 
supplies food to organi-
zations with established 
distribution systems. All 
food or donations col-
lected by our branches 
are to be delivered to 
local food banks or 
other charitable orga-
nizations which provide 
food assistance to those 
who need it.
	 Reimbursement of 
up to $100 is available 
to all branches. You 
are welcome to donate 
more than that, of 
course. Reimbursement 
forms, along with pho-
tos of your participation 
and copies of receipts, 
should be sent to the 
Home Office by July 1 
so that your efforts can 
be recognized in Wil-
liam Penn Life.
	 Please contact your 
branch officers or Judit 
Ganchuk at the Home 
Office at 412-231-2979, 
ext. 149 or jganchuk@
wpalife.org for more 
information.  

Will you
join hands 
with us
to fight
hunger?



Moneywise

The
6 biggest 
Medicare

enrollment 
mistakes 
Boomers 

make
From

The National Council
on Aging
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How much does health care cost when you're retired? A recent re-
port by Fidelity Investments found that a 65-year-old who retired 
in 2025 can expect to spend up to $172,500 on health care costs 
over the course of their retirement. With that kind of price tag, 

you don't want to throw money away paying for more health care cover-	
age than you actually need.
	 Below are six costly mistakes Boomers make when enrolling in Medi-
care—and steps you can take to avoid them.

Mistake 1
Signing up too early or too late for Medicare and its parts
When aging into Medicare, the Initial Enrollment Period is based on your 
65th birthday. To avoid long-term penalties, understand what decisions 
have to be made and in what timeframe. If you or your spouse are work-
ing when you turn 65 and your insurance meets certain requirements, it 
may make sense to delay enrollment in Parts A, B, and D.

Mistake 2
Not understanding the difference between a Medicare Supplement 
(Medigap) and a Medicare Advantage (Part C) policy
Those new to Medicare have a fundamental choice to make: enroll in 
original Medicare or opt into a Medicare Advantage plan. It is very impor-
tant to understand the pros and cons of both types of coverage.
	 Original Medicare (also known as Parts A and B) is a fee-for-service 
program. Many people supplement this government benefit with a private 
Medicare Supplement (Medigap) policy and a Part D plan for their pre-
scription drugs.
	 A Medicare Supplement policy may cover some services that are not 
included under the standard Medicare Parts A and B. It may also cover 
some out-of-pocket costs such as:

	 • Co-insurance costs for care at skilled nursing facilities

	 • The Part A deductible

	 • Foreign travel emergency care

Medicare Supplement policies have additional monthly premiums. Prior 
authorization to use specialists or get second opinions is not required.
	 A Medicare Advantage plan (Part C), takes the place of original Medi-
care Parts A and B. These plans work more like group insurance. They are 
sold through approved, licensed insurance companies and may have an 
additional monthly premium. Medicare Advantage plans include prescrip-
tion drug coverage as well as services original Medicare does not cover 
like dental and vision care. A Medicare Advantage plan may also limit your 
ability to use doctors and hospitals and require prior authorization to use 
specialty services.
	 If your needs change, switching to a new plan is allowed during the 
Medicare Open Enrollment Period (OEP).

Mistake 3
Guessing when picking specific plans
It can be very difficult and time-consuming to compare all of the plans 
that are available. But choosing a Medicare plan is too important to leave 
to guesswork. Take the time to review your health insurance needs before 
the first—and subsequent—enrollment periods.
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Here are four questions to consider when assessing your coverage needs:

	 • Do you have health insurance from another source?

	 • Do you have any chronic conditions?

	 • Which doctors and hospitals do you use?

	 • Which prescriptions do you need, and what pharmacies do you get
	  them from?

Mistake 4
Not applying for financial assistance
Millions of older adults are eligible for billions of dollars in programs that 
can help them pay for their prescriptions and health insurance premiums, 
deductibles, and coinsurance. If your income in retirement is modest, find 
out if you qualify for assistance.
	 The National Council on Aging offers a free online tool called Ben-
efitsCheckUp, where you can learn more about benefits programs that 
can help you stay healthy (and even get help applying). These programs 
include the Medicare Savings Programs (MSPs) and Part D Extra Help. Find 
out how you can get help affording food, prescriptions, utilities, housing, 
and more—so you can age better and worry less. To get started, visit Ben-
efitsCheckUp.org.

Mistake 5
Not re-evaluating coverage annually
Choosing health insurance is no longer a one-time decision for most Medi-
care beneficiaries. Insurance companies can make changes to policies 
every year. Just because some doctors and medications are covered this 
year does not ensure coverage in the coming year. Research studies show 
that the average consumer could save $300 or more annually by review-
ing their Part D coverage. Make sure to confirm cost, copays, coinsurance, 
covered providers, and prescription drugs. Here are five things to consider 
when evaluating your coverage:

	 • Has your health changed in the last year?

	 • Is your current plan still meeting all your health needs?

	 • How much have you paid out-of-pocket in the last year—and for
	  what?

	 • How is your plan changing for the coming year? How will that
	  affect your out-of-pocket costs?

	 • Are there better options available to you now?

Mistake 6
Not asking for help
Get help from a trusted source that can help you sort through your Medi-
care coverage options and compare plans—such as your local State Health 
Insurance Assistance Program (SHIP). SHIPs offer free, 100% unbiased in-
surance counseling and assistance to Medicare-eligible older adults. Visit 
the SHIP website at www.shiphelp.org to find one near you. 
For more information about Medicare, visit the National Council on Ag-
ing's website at www.ncoa.org or the official Medicare website at www.
medicare.gov.

Q. What is the
difference between 
Medicare & Medicaid?

A. Medicare is fed-
eral health insurance for 
people 65 or older, and 
some people under 65 with 
certain disabilities or condi-
tions. Because it’s a federal 
program, Medicare has set 
standards for costs and 
coverage. This means a per-
son’s Medicare coverage 
will be the same no matter 
what state they live in.
	 Medicare-related bills are 
paid from two trust funds 
held by the U.S. Treasury. 
Different sources (including 
payroll taxes and funds that 
Congress authorizes) fund 
the trust funds. People 
with Medicare pay part of 
the costs through things 
like monthly premiums for 
medical and drug coverage, 
deductibles and coinsur-
ance.
	 Medicaid is a joint fed-
eral and state program that 
helps cover medical costs 
for some people with lim-
ited income and resources. 
The federal government 
has general rules that all 
state Medicaid programs 
must follow, but each state 
runs its own program. This 
means eligibility require-
ments and benefits can vary 
from state to state. Med-
icaid offers benefits that 
Medicare doesn’t normally 
cover, like nursing home 
care and personal care ser-
vices. People with Medicaid 
usually don’t pay anything 
for covered medical ex-
penses but may owe a small 
co-payment for some items 
or services.



Greetings from my kitchen to yours. Finally, the warm 
weather is here which will allow for more outdoor 
activities. This year being the 250th birthday of the 
United States, Philadelphia will be alive with many 

visitors from across the country and the world. While my fa-
vorite time of the year is autumn because of the leaves chang-
ing and the start of cooler weather, I love the summer to play 
golf, go on vacation and enjoy outdoor cookery.
	 Thank you for your kind emails and questions about reci-
pes you have been searching for. My goal for In the Kitchen 
is to provide seasonal recipes that will already enhance your 
culinary knowledge and give you more options to enjoy with 
your family and friends.
	 While I could provide more main entrées, I enjoy provid-
ing those extras that can give your meals more pizazz than the 
regular ho-hum of food. While the main course of any meal is 
usually a protein--i.e. beef, pork, chicken or a vegetarian sub-
stitue--side dishes provide support to the center of the plate 
with extra flavor and color complimenting the main course. 
People eat and drink first with their eyes. If it looks good, it 
must taste good, which is a good start to any meal.
	 Keeping that in mind, and since we are enjoying warmer 
weather and all the glorious colors of summertime, I have pro-
vided six recipes, all for side dishes you can make throughout 
the summer whether your inside or out in the backyard. These 
sides can be served either hot or cold, except for the cold des-
sert salad.
	 Next issue, I’ll have more suggestions for the end of sum-
mer into the fall. I hope all the moms and dads enjoy their 
special day coming in May and June, respectively. May you all 
enjoy Memorial Day, the official start of summer. And congrats 
to all those graduating in June. Bon appétit, or in Hungarian:

Jó Etvágyat!  
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In the Kitchen with Chef Béla

William Vasvary, CEC, ACE, MBBQ, is an 
instructor at the Mount Holly Campus of 
Rowan College at Burlington County, NJ. 

He is a member of the American Culinary 
Federation, a Master BBQ Cook, and judge 

of the Kansas City Barbeque Society.

Summer
on the

side
Green LentilsGreen Lentils

& Celery Root& Celery Root

Crunchy Cruciferous Salad
1 pound broccoli florets, cut in
     half
1 pound cheddar cheese, cut into
     small cubes
1 cup golden raisins
½ cup bacon bits
½ cup sweet onions, sliced thin
¼ cup carrots, shredded
½ cup ranch dressing
Salt & white pepper, to taste

In a large mixing bowl, combine 
all the ingredients and toss until 
evenly coated. Adjust taste to 
your liking, then chill for 30 min-
utes before serving your guests.
	 For best results, cut the broc-
coli into small pieces, blanch in 
hot water for 1 minute, then rinse 
in cold water.

Crunchy Cruciferous
Crunchy CruciferousSaladSalad

Bread & Butter Pickles
Bread & Butter Pickles



Bread & Butter Pickles
3 pounds pickling cukes, sliced
     ¼-inch thick
1 large sweet onion, sliced into
     thin rings
2 tablespoons kosher salt
1 teaspoon celery seeds
1½ teaspoons ground turmeric
1 tablespoon yellow mustard
     seeds
1 teaspoon coriander seeds
¼ teaspoon ground allspice
3½ cups cider vinegar
2½ cups brown sugar

In a mixing bowl, combine the 
sliced cukes and onions, then 
cover with the kosher salt; toss 
together and let stand for 1 hour.
     In a saucepan, combine all the 
other ingredients and bring to a 
boil, then reduce to a simmer and 
cook for another 5 minutes.
     Rinse and drain the cukes and 
onions of the salt liquid and place 
them in a clean mixing bowl.
     Pour the pickling liquid over 
the cukes and onions and let cool 
to room temperature. Refrigerate 
for 2 days before serving.
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Ambrosia Fruit Salad
One 11-ounce can Mandarin
	 oranges, drained
One 12-ounce can pineapple,
	 chunks or crushed
1 cup coconut flakes
1 cup vanilla yogurt 
1 cup miniature marshmallows

In a chilled mixing bowl, combine 
all the ingredients, then adjust 
taste to your liking. You may add 
Maraschino cherries for extra 
color and flavor. Chill the mixture 
overnight before serving. 

Green Lentils & Celery
Root
1 pound green lentils
4 ounces celery root, diced small
2 ounces sweet onion, minced
2 ounces carrots, minced
2 garlic cloves, minced
1 ounce olive oil
1 tablespoon dijon mustard
Salt & black pepper, to taste

Place the lentils in a saucepan and 
cover with enough water so that 
the lentils are 2 inches below the 
surface of the water. Bring water 
to a simmer and cook until lentils 
are tender but firm; add more 
water, if needed.
     Drain the lentils and save the 
liquid in a separate bowl to add to 
the veggies.
     Pour the olive oil into a skillet 
and add the celery root, onion 
and carrot and sweat for about 
2 minutes, then add some of the 
lentil liquid and cook until the 
celery root is tender. Add more 
liquid, if needed.
     When the vegetables are 
tender, stir in the mustard and 
minced garlic, and season with 
salt and pepper.
     Serve to your guests either hot 
or cool.

Peas a la Française
3 ounces butter
2 ounces small pearl onions
2 pounds frozen peas
8 ounces lettuce, shredded
2 tablespoons parsley, chopped
1 teaspoon salt
2 teaspoons sugar
½ cup vegetable stock or water
2 teaspoons all-purpose flour

In a saucepan over low heat, add 
the butter and onions and sauté 
lightly for about 3 minutes. Add 
the peas, lettuce, salt, sugar and 
parsley and cook until the veggies 
begin to steam. Add the stock or 
water and simmer until the peas 
are tender and the mixture is 
steaming.
     In a small bowl, mix the flour 
with some of the cooked liquid 
making a paste, then stir into the 
peas to create a sauce.
     Adjust the flavor to your liking, 
let cool and serve your guests.

Green Beans with Sesame
Dressing
2 pounds green beans, cut into
	 1-inch pieces
1 cup white sesame seeds
2 ounces soy sauce
2 tablespoons sugar
4 tablespoons spring water, cold

In a small dry skillet over low heat, 
toast the sesame seeds until they 
are light golden in color.
	 Using a spice grinder, grind the 
sesame seeds and place them in a 
small mixing bowl. Mix in the soy 
sauce and sugar. Thin with cold 
water if too thick. Taste and adjust 
flavor to your liking.
	 In a saucepan, cook the green 
beans pieces in boiling, salted wa-

ter until crispy tender, then drain 
in cold water until completely 
cool.
	 Mix the cut beans with the 
dressing, then chill until ready for 
service to your guests.

Green Beans with Sesame DressingGreen Beans with Sesame Dressing

Peas a la FrançaisePeas a la Française

Ambrosia Fruit SaladAmbrosia Fruit Salad
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           ITEM
Death Claims
Matured Endowments
Cash Surrender Benefits
Supplementary Payments
Annuity Benefits
Excess Interest on Funds to Members’ Acct.
Dividends

Benefits to Members

         2021
$ 2,625,000

41,000
1,024,000

13,000
30,460,000
10,880,000
      535,000

$45,578,000

         2022
$ 3,130,000

49,000
1,022,000

88,000
42,840,000
11,543,000
      498,000

$59,170,000

         2023
$ 2,912,000

56,000
1,033,000

15,000
85,658,000

9,336,000
      491,000

$99,501,000

William Penn Association has continued 
its long history of outstanding service 
to members while maintaining a strong 
margin of financial safety, maintaining 

strict governance guidelines, and its commitment to 
honoring its members guaranteed benefit contracts.
	 The financial reports to the regulatory authori-
ties and the actuarial report to the Officers and Direc-
tors are summarized for the benefit of the members. 
All numbers within this publication are taken from 
the official reports as filed and have been rounded for 
convenience.
	 The Association’s controlled growth surplus and 
development continued in 2025. This approach was 
rewarded with profits in all major lines of business to-
taling $2,403,000. Total net admitted assets decreased 
by less than one percent. Profitability continues to be 
driven by careful management of investments, favor-
able persistency, and prudent control of expenses.
	 This solid financial performance is sufficient to 
sustain fraternal activities. The members should con-
tinue to feel proud of WPA and the financial strength 
and discipline that underpin their guaranteed ben-
efits.
	 WPA’s financial strength should be emphasized. 
In its history, no WPA member suffered any loss in 
benefit value or reduction in dividends nor experi-
enced a rate increase because of market fluctuations. 
WPA continues to be a very safe, secure place to hold 
money for future distributions and benefits.
	 The Association assets total close to $508 mil-
lion and their quality remains high, with $457 million 
(96%) of the bonds held being investment grade. All 

members can continue to have confidence that the as-
sets standing behind their policies are sound and will 
provide the required funds when needed.
	 The margin of safety on December 31, 2025, 
continued at a high level of 115%. This means that 
the Association held over $115 of admissible assets 
behind each $100 of liabilities as a safeguard to all 
members that promised member benefits will be paid 
when due. The Association’s safety margin is compa-
rable to that of other fraternal benefit societies.
	 The Association enjoyed a very favorable year 
from investments. The net rate of return on mean 
assets was 4.98%, which is strong relative to fraternal 
peers. These strong returns support the competitive 
rates paid to members. During 2025, the Association 
earned net investment income of $24,616,000 after 
deducting all investment expenses. Investment in-
come exceeded requirements by $6,800,000 in 2025. 
Excess interest continued to be the most important 
profit source to the Association.
	 In addition to the excellent investment returns, it 
is worth noting that the Association maintains Securi-
ty Valuation Reserves of $12,122,000 to guard against 
adverse fluctuation in investments.
	 The Association has $439 million set aside to 
cover its life insurance and annuity liabilities, as well 
as member deposits and future claim payments. 
These insurance liabilities are computed according to 
the prudent and conservative standards of the Com-
monwealth of Pennsylvania.
	 During 2025 the Association paid out 
$64,893,000 to members. A breakdown of these pay-
ments over the past five years is presented below:

Payments to Members
(Rounded to nearest $1,000)

Actuaryy’s Repport for 2025

         2024
$ 3,116,000

31,000
1,020,000

24,000
72,406,000

7,191,000
      481,000

$84,269,000

         2025
$ 3,522,000

48,000
1,683,000

521,000
51,845,000

6,800,000
      473,000

$64,893,000
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$473,630,820
20,816,192

298,514
884,308

3,892,280
2,042,006
6,189,485
    ------------   

33,304
  ------------

$507,786,910

ASSETS

$427,889,800
10,072,635

617,484

500,000
383,912

1,641,219
1,342,764

177,290
10,779,227

388,985
437,212

$454,230,528
53,556,381

$507,786,910

LIABILITIES, SPECIAL RESERVES
& SURPLUS CERTIFICATE RESERVES

Life and Annuity Policy Reserves
Liability for Deposit-Type Contracts
Life Claim Reserves 
Provision for Refunds Payable in Following
	 Calendar Year
Premiums Paid in Advance
Officials’ Retirement Program
Interest Maintenance Reserve
General Expenses and Taxes Due or Accrued
Asset Valuation Reserve
Trust Account
Other Liabilities
Total Liabilities
Unassigned Surplus
Total

Bonds
Stocks
Mortgage Loans
Real Estate
Cash and Cash Equivalents
Certificate Loans
Accrued Investment Income
Electronic Data Processing Equipment & Software
Premiums Due and Uncollected
Accounts Receivable - Miscellaneous
Total Admitted Assets
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INCOME
$40,946,485

24,616,230
163,834
922,898

$66,649,447

$  5,726,716
52,365,673

570,015
263,798
878,665

4,432,892
249,246

$64,487,004
$2,162,443

RECONCILIATION

Premiums & Annuity Considerations
Net Investment Income
Amortization of Interest Maintenance Reserve
Miscellaneous Income
Total Income

Life Benefits Paid, Including Dividends
Annuity and Pension Benefits Paid
Interest on Funds to Members’ Accounts
Increase in Reserves for Life & Annuity Certificates
Commissions on Premiums & Annuity Considerations
General Operating and Fraternal Expenses
Insurance Taxes, Licenses & Fees
Total Outgo & Reserve Increase
Net Gain from Operations after Refunds to Members

Net Gain from Operations
Realized Gains/(Losses) (excluding transfers to the IMR)
Net Income/(Loss)
Unassigned Funds as of 12/31/24
Change in Unrealized Gains
Change in Nonadmitted Assets
Change in Asset Valuation Reserve
Aggregate Write-In for Gain/Loss on Surplus

Unassigned Funds as of 12/31/25

$   2,162,443
 240,776

   $   2,403,220
51,423,286

1,643,741
1,710,803

(243,667
(3,381,000

$53,556,381

OUTGO

)
)

WPA continues to provide 
reliable financial resources to 
its members.
	 In our opinion, the amounts carried 
in the balance sheets on account of the 
various actuarial items:

	 (1)	 are computed in accordance with 
commonly accepted actuarial standards 
consistently applied and are fairly stated 
in accordance with sound actuarial prin-
ciples;

	 (2)	 are based on actuarial assump-
tions which produce reserves at least as 
great as those called for in any contract 
provision as to reserve basis and method, 
and are in accordance with all other con-
tract provisions;

	 (3)	 meet the requirements of the in-
surance law and regulations of the Com-
monwealth of Pennsylvania and are at 
least as great as the minimum aggregate 
amounts required by the state in which 
this statement is filed;

	 (4)	 are computed on the basis of 
assumptions consistent with those used 
in computing the corresponding items in 
the annual statement of the preceding 
year end with any exceptions as noted 
below; and

	 (5)	 include provision for all actuarial 
reserves and related statement items 
which ought to be established.

	 It is apparent that the officers and di-
rectors continue the skillful management 
of the members’ money while maintain-
ing very strong safeguards.

A L L E N  B A I L E Y
&  A S S O C I A T E S ,  I N C .
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William Penn Fraternal Association Scholarship Foundation, Inc.

Eligibility Rules for Year 2026 Scholarship Grants

Students with questions about these eligibility rules may contact the Home Office.
Phone: 412-231-2979, Ext. 128  •  E-mail: scholarship@wpalife.org  •  Fax: 412-231-8535.

	 The Board of Directors has established the following rules governing eligibility for scholarship recipients:

a)	The student applying for a scholarship grant must be an individual life benefit member of William Penn Association in good
	 standing for four (4) years as of January 1, 2026.

b)	Scholarship grants are awarded to full-time students only if they are accepted by or are currently attending an accredited
	 college, university, school of nursing, technical or trade school.

c)	 Grants are awarded based on the student’s plan of insurance:

		  • Applicants with the Special Juvenile Term to Age 25 plan are eligible for a ONE-TIME $500 grant, OR

		  • Applicants with any Whole Life plan with a $5,000 minimum face amount are eligible for a ONE-TIME $2,000 grant.

		  • Conversion from the Juvenile Term plan to a Whole Life plan is permitted to be eligible for the larger grant. This must be
		  completed by August 31, 2026.

d)	All applicants must complete and submit the WPFA Scholarship Foundation, Inc. Application for Scholarship Grant, which 	
	 can be found in this issue of William Penn Life. An application also may be obtained by writing to: WPFA Scholarship
	 Foundation, Inc., 709 Brighton Road, Pittsburgh, PA  15233 or may be downloaded from the Association’s website at
	 www.wpalife.org.

e)	All Applicants must complete ONE (1) of the following requirements:

		  •	 Submit an essay on a topic that is meaningful to you, with a minimum of 150 words.  

		  •	 Either attend a current WPA branch event/project, which must be approved and verified by a Branch Officer,
			   OR participate in a current community service project, proof of which must be detailed and verified by the Event
			   Coordinator. Such verification from either the Branch Officer or Event Coordinator must be submitted by the student to
			   the WPA Home Office by the application deadline date.  You may also submit a photograph of your participation for
			   publication in William Penn Life.

		  • Write an article for publication in William Penn Life, approved at the Editor’s discretion. 

f)	 All applications, essays, documents and articles must be signed and dated by the student applicant and submitted either
	 via the U.S. Postal Service to the WPFA Scholarship Foundation, Inc. at the address listed in section (d) above, OR via email
	 to scholarship@wpalife.org, OR via fax to 412-231-8535.  Materials submitted by anyone other than the student applicant
	 will not be considered.  All applications, essays, articles and other documents (excluding proof of enrollment) must be post-
	 marked, emailed or faxed by May 31, 2026.  Items postmarked, emailed or faxed after that date will not be considered.

g)	All applicants must submit proof of enrollment for the Fall 2026 academic term.  Such proof of enrollment must be mailed
	 and postmarked, emailed or faxed to the WPA Home Office by August 31, 2026.

h)	Scholarship grants will be awarded to the applicant by the Executive Committee of the WPFA Scholarship Foundation, Inc.
	 on a one-time basis.  Grants will be paid directly to the student applicant provided the student applicant is a life benefit
	 member in good standing on the date the check is issued, and all the eligibility requirements stated herein have been met.

i)	 If for any reason the recipient does not attend the school after receiving the grant, it must be returned to the WPFA
	 Scholarship Foundation, Inc.

j)	 In compliance with current privacy laws, all information regarding scholarship status will be divulged only to the adult
	 student applicant or to the parents or legal guardians of a minor student applicant.
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William Penn Fraternal Association Scholarship Foundation, Inc.
709 Brighton Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15233-1821

Phone: 412-231-2979 • Fax: 412-231-8535 • Email: scholarship@wpalife.org

ACCREDITED COLLEGE, UNIVERSITY, SCHOOL OF NURSING OR TECHNICAL/TRADE SCHOOL WHERE ACCEPTED:

School Name:						            

Street Address or P. O. Box:

City:						      State:			   Zip Code:

MAJOR COURSE OF STUDY:

Completed application form & other documents required under section (e) of the eligibility rules
 (excluding proof of enrollment) must be mailed & postmarked or sent via email or faxed by May 31, 2026.

If you do not receive acknowledgement of your email submission within 7 days, please contact us.

NAME:								                 	       DATE OF BIRTH:             /            /

ADDRESS:

STUDENT APPLICANT’S PHONE:  (              )                                         

E-MAIL ADDRESS:

WPA LIFE INSURANCE CERTIFICATE NO.:						      WPA BRANCH NO.:

STUDENT APPLICANT INFORMATION

Application for Scholarship Grant
Academic Year 2026-2027

Last			       First		           Middle Initial

No.		  Street

City					     State			   Zip Code

I hereby certify that I have read the eligibility rules prior to completing this application. I further
certify that this application contains no misstatements or omissions of material fact and that the 
statements herein are, to the best of my knowledge, complete and correct. I also hereby authorize 
and approve the WPFA Scholarship Foundation or its representatives to share or discuss this applica-
tion with my parents and/or legal guardians.

		        Signature of Student Applicant					         Date

HAVE YOU EVER RECEIVED A WPFASF, INC. SCHOLARSHIP GRANT?    YES   NO

WPL • MAY/JUNE 2026 • 11
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Let’s build up our family community on Facebook by sharing your photos of
your Frozen Banana Cereal Pops with us @WPALife #wpalife ! 

A cool treat for warm days 
Spring has sprung! HOORAY! That means summer is right around the corner. We're totally enjoying this 
warmer weather and the chance to get outside and play with our friends. We hope you are, too! And, if 
you're like us, we think nothing beats a nice, cool treat on a warm day. Thanks to the good folks at Taste 
of Home, we have the recipe for a perfect treat: Frozen Banana Cereal Pops. They're colorful, sweet, 
cool, yummy and easy to make. 

A couple of quick tips:

1. Use bananas that are ripe and sweet but still firm. Look for bananas that have little or no green on 
them and no brown or black spots. This is a smart way to use up a bunch of extra bananas before they 
overripen.

2. Although this recipe calls for strawberry yogurt and Fruity Pebbles, feel free to use your favorite flavor 
of yogurt and your favorite cereal.

3. For a healthier--but still tasty--snack, use nonfat, zero sugar yogurt. 

What you need:
• 3/4 cup strawberry yogurt
• 2 cups Fruity Pebbles cereal
• 4 medium bananas
• 8 wooden popsicle sticks
• Waxed paper

What you do:
• Peel and cut each of the bananas in half.
• Place yogurt and cereal in separate shallow bowls.
• Insert popsicle sticks through the cut end of the banana halves.
• Dip the bananas in yogurt, then roll in cereal to coat. Transfer to a waxed paper-lined baking sheet.
• Put the bananas into the freezer until firm, about 1 hour.
• Remove bananas from the freezer and share with your friends.
• Place any uneaten banana pops in an airtight freezer container and return pops to freezer.
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I want to help the Tree of Knowledge grow. Please accept my tax-deductible contribution of:
 m $1,000 - Gold Level     m $500 - Silver Level     m $250 - Bronze Level     m $140 - Green Level

Name:
Address:
Telephone:                                                            Email:
Leaf Inscription - Maximum of 4 lines with 20 characters per line (including blank spaces):
Line 1:
Line 2:
Line 3:
Line 4:

Please make checks payable to “William Penn Fraternal Association Scholarship Foundation, Inc.” and mail to:
William Penn Fraternal Association Scholarship Foundation, Inc.

709 Brighton Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15233-1821

To help celebrate our 140th anniversary, WPALife is offering our members and 
friends the opportunity to purchase Special Limited Edition Green LeavesGreen Leaves on our 
Tree of Knowledge. For a donation of $140, you can honor and remember loved 
ones while helping us provide financial assistance to young members seeking a 
higher education. Donations are still being accepted at three levels: Gold ($1,000), 
Silver ($500) and Bronze ($250). Please help our tree “grow” and allow us to con-
tinue to assist young members reach their educational and professional dreams. 

William Penn Fraternal Association Scholarship Foundation, Inc.

Tree of Knowledge

AAvailable for a limited timevailable for a limited time
Special EditionSpecial Edition

140140thth Anniversary Anniversary
Green LeavesGreen Leaves

for for $$140.140.0000

WPL • MAY/JUNE 2026 • 13
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Branch News

By Jim Ballas
As I write this, we have just cel-
ebrated Easter and are looking for-
ward to spring. It was a very cold 
and snowy winter in our area. The 
warmth of the sun and the beauty 
of May flowers are about to arrive.
	 Along with the members of 
the United Church of Christ of 
Bridgeport, our branch collected 
donations of candy, toys, coloring 
books, crayons, story books and 
other treats for children’s Easter 
baskets. These baskets were as-
sembled and distributed to chil-
dren in the community through 
the Nourish Center at the United 
Congregation Church. Thanks to 
all those members who donated 
and helped work on this project. 
Special thanks to Sandy Stasko for 
coordinating and managing this 
project.
	 Our branch also participated in 
WPALife's Easter Baskets program. 
The $300 from the Home Office 
was used to purchase three $100 
gifts cards which were placed 
in three Easter gift buckets. The 
buckets were filled with some 
cookies, candy and treats, and 
given to three families.
	 The Greater Bridgeport Crop 
Walk for Hunger will take place 
May 3. Several of our branch 
members will participate in the 
walk. CROP is the Community 
Appeal of Church World Service. 
It fights hunger locally, nationally, 
and internationally and empha-
sizes self-sustaining agricultural 
practices. Twenty-five percent 
of the money collected remains 
in the Greater Bridgeport area. 
Participants collect sponsor dona-
tions for the 2.14 walk around the 
neighborhoods of North Avenue 
in Bridgeport. These events are 
held in many areas throughout the 
country on this day.
	 Enjoy the blooming days of 
spring!

Branch 1
Bridgeport, CT

ABOVE: The members of 
Branch 1 and the United 

Church of Christ of Bridge-
port, CT, prepared Easter 

baskets for children in their 
community. RIGHT: The 

members of Branch 1 also 
distributed three baskets 

as part of WPALife's Easter 
Baskets program.

Branch 9
Hazleton, PA

By Dora S. McKinsey
Greetings from Branch 9! Hope all 
are well and enjoying the beautiful 
weather.
	 The month of May ushers in 
Mother’s Day (May 10) and Me-
morial Day. Enjoy every minute 
you have with your mother, if you 
are fortunate enough to have her 
still around. If not, I pray you have 
fond and loving memories of the 
time you spent together.
	 Memorial Day will be observed 
on May 25 this year. It is a day to 
remember those who lost their 
lives while defending our country. 
Be sure to thank a veteran for their 
selfless service to keep us safe.
	 The month of June brings us 
Flag Day on June 14, Father’s Day 
on June 21 and the first day of 
summer the same day as Father’s 

Day, June 21.
	 Branch 9 participated in the As-
sociation’s Easter Baskets program 
by distributing three grocery store 
gift cards to families in need of 
a little extra help to feed their 
families. All thanked WPALife for 
its generosity.
	 The branch also participated 
in the Join Hands Against Hunger 
program by donating a gift card to 
the local food pantry. In these try-
ing times, all help is needed and 
appreciated.
	 Happy Birthday to those cel-
ebrating a birthday in May and 
June. May you have many more 
and may all of them be healthy.
	 We remember the families of 
those Branch 9 members who 
have lost their lives. May you find 
peace in the memories of your 
loved one.
	 Remember that WPALife is a 
safe and reliable place to purchase 
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Branch News

Branch 14
Cleveland, OH

By Richard E. Sarosi
Happy Spring 2026. We hope that 
your gardens will be growing and 
keeping you busy as we get ready 
for summer.
	 Remember to check the calen-
dars from your local Hungarian 
churches, organizations and clubs 

life insurance and/or invest in an 
annuity. Now would be a perfect 
time to review your policy and 
make sure your insurance cov-
erage is sufficient to meet your 
family’s needs after your death. 
WPALife has the right life and/or 
annuity product to meet all your 
needs.
	 “What are the things that you 
can’t see that are important? I 
would say justice, truth, humil-
ity, service, compassion, love. You 
can’t see any of those, but they’re 
the guiding lights of a life.”
		  -- President Jimmy Carter

OFFICIAL NOTICE
Branch 18 Lincoln Park, Michigan

Special Election of Branch Officers
A Special Election of Branch Officers for Branch 18 Lincoln Park, 
MI will be held at the following date, time and location:
     WHEN: Monday, May 18, 2026, at 6:30 p.m.
     WHERE: The Hungarian Rhapsody Restaurant banquet room,

14315 Northline Road, Southgate, MI 48195.

The following officers will be elected: President, Vice President, 
Secretary, Treasurer and two (2) Auditors. Note: The offices of 
Secretary and Treasurer may be combined and held by the same 
person. Those elected shall be installed immediately and serve 
until the next regularly scheduled election of branch officers to 
be held during the last quarter of 2026.

Information concerning who is eligible to run for a branch office 
and the procedure for nominating and electing officers can be 
found in the Branch Handbook.

Questions related to this special election can be directed to:
Cassandra Holmes, CAO, at 412-231-2979, ext. 126

or National Director Richard E. Sarosi at 216-469-7700.

in your area to see when and 
where events will take place in 
2026. Also, check the internet for 
their websites and Facebook pag-
es to see what is being planned 
and scheduled. Don’t forget to 
check the WPALife website. It is so 
important to support and patron-
ize your local Hungarian organiza-
tions as they work hard to keep 
our Hungarian heritage, traditions, 
food and history going for us and 
future generations.  
	 Once again, I would like to re-
mind the parents of our students 
that you are now taking the
place of your parents and grand-
parents and have the responsibil-
ity for purchasing WPALife insur-
ance policies for your children. 
Many of those children will soon 
be growing out of their juvenile 
policies, and it will be time for 
them to sign up for their adult 
policies. Contact your WPALife 
sales representative or the Home 
Office for assistance in determin-
ing the best policies to fill your
child's needs.

	 As parents, you become the 
example. Follow in the footsteps 
of your own parents and grandpar-
ents and purchase WPALife insur-
ance for yourself, your spouse and 
most of all, your children. Remem-
ber: to be eligible for a scholarship 
grant through the WPFA Scholar-
ship Foundation, an applicant 
must be a life-benefit member of 
WPALife.
	 For those who already own 
policies, please make sure all your 
contact information and beneficia-
ries are up-to-date. You can report 
any changes to the WPALife Home 
Office or your WPALife agent.
	 Branch 14 meetings are held at 
St. John Byzantine Catholic Church, 
located at 36125 Aurora Road, 
Solon, OH (the corner of Aurora 
and Liberty roads). Branch 14 
adult members and adult guests 
are welcome to attend the branch 
meetings.
	 Meeting dates for 2026 are
May 6, June 3, Sept. 2, Oct. 7, Nov. 
4 and Dec. 2. All meetings begin at 
7:00 p.m.  
	 In addition, our annual branch 
Christmas party will be held Satur-
day, Dec. 5, at the First Hungarian 
Reformed Church, 14530 Alexan-
der Road, Walton Hills, OH.        
    Please call Branch 14 President 
Caroline Lanzara at 216-970-2769 
or Branch 14 Secretary/Treasurer 
Richard Sarosi at 440-248-9012 
with questions regarding the 
scheduled meeting dates listed 
above.       
	 We remember those WPA 
members who have passed away 
or may have recently lost a loved 
one. May your loving memories 
help to comfort you and your
family. And may our friends, family 
and WPALife members who are no 
longer with us rest in peace.  
	 Get well wishes are being sent 
out to all of our Branch 14 and 
WPALife members who might be 
feeling under the weather, dealing 
with health issues or recovering 
from a surgery. Please keep our 
members in your prayers.         



BeBe the
difference...

...in your
community...

...in your
branch.

WPALife has been an active part of communi-
ties throughout the U.S. for more than 135 years. 
We’re proud of the work we’ve done to ensure the 
financial security of our members and their families 
and to make the places they live better for everyone. 

Right now, we’re looking for motivated, forward-
thinking people of all ages and backgrounds living in
California, Illinois, Maryland, Michigan, New York, 
North Carolina, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin to
continue our mission of service. We have members 
ready, willing, and able to volunteer their time and 
talents to help people in need. We have the financial 
resources to support them in their efforts. What we 
need--who we need--are individuals with compas-
sion, vision, and desire to lead us into the next era of 
service to our communities.

Who we need is you. Will you be the difference?

If you are a member interested in serving as 
an officer at your WPA branch, contact Cassie 
Holmes at 412-231-2979, ext. 126, or email 
cholmes@wpalife.org.

16 • MAY/JUNE 2026 • WPL
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Branch News

Branch 28
Youngstown, OH

By Kathy Novak
So many important days to re-
member in the upcoming months:
	 • In May, we honor all the lov-
ing, inspiring and caring mothers 
who have been such an important 
part of our lives.
	 • We also remember all those 
loved ones who have left us and 
those who have given the ultimate 
sacrifice while serving their coun-
try on Memorial Day.
	 • In June, we fly our national 
flag high in the sky on its day of 
remembrance, June 14.
	 • Then on June 21, we orselves 
remember the strong, guiding 
and loving fathers who have been 
there for us during our lives.
	 And everyone will be making 
plans for the Fourth of July this 
year with so many different events 
taking place for the celebration of 
our 250 years. 
	 Branch 28 continued to offer as-
sistance to local community facili-
ties during Easter, we made treat 
bags for children and delivered a 
monetary gift to two local commu-
nity facilities for the homeless. We 
also donated to a local community 
food pantry. 
	 With summer just around the 

Next
Deadline:
June 5 

	 Happy birthday and happy an-
niversary wishes are being sent to 
all of our branch members, Home 
Office staff and WPALife members 
celebrating a May/June birthday 
and/or anniversary.
	 It is very important to keep in 
touch with someone you haven’t 
seen or talked with in a long time.  
It is so good to have personal 
contact, take time to say “hi” and 
catch up on how they are doing.  
Take some time to phone, write, 
email or text. Plan a visit if you can.  
It makes a difference.
	 It is especially important to 
remember family and friends who 
are in hospitals, rehabilitation 
facilities, nursing homes and ex-
tended care facilities. Call ahead to 
check if visits may or may not be 
possible. Everyone loves to receive 
get well cards, notes, telephone 
calls, in-person visits and the op-
portunity to hear from family and 
friends. If possible, send or bring a 
small floral gift to lift their spirits.  
Do not forget them; show them 
you care.        
	 Branch 14 members having 
news to share about themselves 
or family members can reach me 
at Richsaro@att.net or at 440-248-
9012.

Branch 26
Sharon, PA

By Barbara Tew
Spring is in full swing and allergy 
season has begun. Get outside 
and enjoy the beautiful flowers, 
see a baseball game, and accept 
that invitation to a Sunday funday 
gathering at a friend’s house. En-
joy what you can while you can.
	 Our branch donated gift cards 
to four families in need at Easter. 
This is a tough year for so many 
families, neighbors and friends. 
Pay it forward. If you can help 
just one person, it may be a small 
effort on your part, but huge to 
them. Be the reason a smile is on 
someone’s face.
	 Happy birthday wishes to the 

spring birthdays and congratula-
tions to all the graduates and an-
niversaries.
	 Get well wishes go to the sick 
and prayers to those in need.
	 If you have a special announce-
ment or photo that you would like 
to share with our WPALife family, 
contact me on 412-231-2979 x120.

Branch 27
Toledo, OH

By Paula Bodnar
Sure hope everyone is doing well. I 
have been in and out of the hospi-
tal since the beginning of the year. 
Now, I’m laid up with a fractured 
wrist.
	 We as a branch need more help 
from all members, not just a few. I 
would like to have a get together 
this summer. If anyone has any 
ideas of what we can do, please 
reach out to me at 419-460-7214. 	
If you call and no one answers, 
please leave your name and num-
ber, and I will get back to you.
	 Remember, if you know of 
anyone looking for life insurance, 
have them contact Alan Szabo at 
888-428-8452. He can answer all 
their questions.
	 In the meantime, make sure 
your own beneficiaries are up-to-
date.



18 • MAY/JUNE 2026 • WPL

Branch News

By Kim Confer
Happy Spring!
   It’s been an active year so far for 
Branch 44.
	 At the end of 2025, we donated 
toiletries and clothing to the 
Haven of Rest in downtown Akron 
along with a monetary donation.
	 We kicked off 2026 by donating 
snacks, non perishable items and 
small toys to the Jerusalem Baptist 
Church of Akron to help support 
their after school programs.	
	 We chose three families in need 
and delivered food baskets that 
included a grocery gift card, food 
for the whole family, candy and 
toys for the kids' Easter baskets.
	 We also helped family pets and 
donated pet food and pet items to 
a local pet food pantry.
	 As high school graduation ap-
proaches, we were able to help 
junior members complete their 
WPFA Scholarship Foundation ap-

Branch  44
Akron, OH

corner, many local community and 
ethnic festivals will be taking place. 
One special event will be held in 
New Brunswick, NJ, the American 
Hungarian Foundation's annual 
summer festival on the first Sat-
urday in June. This festival offers 
traditional dancing, food, music 
and items to purchase to make it 
a day of fun. Please support these 
events as they are such a special 
source of enjoyment while recon-
necting with friends and acquain-
tances and giving us a chance to 
meet new people.
	 Remember to save Saturday, 
Aug. 8, so you can attend the WPA 
Picnic at Pittsburgh Shrine Center 
in Cheswick, PA. 
	 Best of luck and congratulations 
to all the 2026 high school and col-
lege graduates. The next chapter 
of their lives will give them many 
great opportunities to explore. 
	 Happy retirement to Mary Ann 
Kelly-Lovasz. She has been the 
helping hand to all the scholarship 
applicants for many years while 
serving as the administrative assis-
tant to the CAO of WPALife. Enjoy 
the upcoming days of relaxation 
and new adventures.
	 Best wishes to all those cel-
ebrating birthdays or anniversaries.
Special happy 50th anniversary to 
WPALife Chair Joyce Nicholson and 
her husband Harry. Wishing many 
more happy years to such a special 
couple. 
	 Get well wishes to those not 
feeling up to par, especially 
Barbara Stack, Terry Check, Mark 
Schmidt, Barbara House, Mary 
Foor, Steve Molnar, Evelyn Hor-
vath, Evie Byers and Ron Horvath.
	 Sincere sympathy is extended 
to all those who have recently lost 
a loved one.
	 For more information about 
branch activities or answers to 
your questions about WPALife 
insurance or annuity plans, please 
call Alan at 330-482-9994  or 
Kathy at 330-540-3327. 
	 Safe travels to everyone as you 
enjoy the summer months.

Open to all members and friends of WPA!

 Al and Betty Vargo
Memorial Golf Outing

Saturday, June 13, 2026
Champion Lakes Golf Course

Bolivar, PA

For more information about 
golfing in the outing,

hole sponsorships,
donating & volunteering,  
contact Lisa or Mark at:

tothmaskarinec@gmail.com
 or 412-398-2078

Proceeds to benefit The First Hungarian Reformed Church of Homestead, PAProceeds to benefit The First Hungarian Reformed Church of Homestead, PA
and the WPFA Scholarship Foundation, Inc. in memory of Al & Betty Vargoand the WPFA Scholarship Foundation, Inc. in memory of Al & Betty Vargo

plications and we wish them the 
best of luck in their future endeav-
ors.
	 As always, we are collecting 
plastic grocery bags so we can 
help make sleeping mats for the 
homeless. We have a new drop off 
location. Feel free to reach out to 
Kim or Carmen for details.
	 Looking towards the summer 
months, we would like to put 
together a branch activity to help 
out a local nursing home and bring 
some cheer to the residents. Have 
your junior member make a color-
ful picture or write a note to cheer 
them up. Send in a greeting card 
with a heartfelt note. Make a small 
gift or blanket to spread joy. If any 
of these ideas seem interesting to 
you, please send these items to 
3300 Congress Lake Road, Moga-
dore, OH, 44260 by June 30. We 
will present these items to a local 
nursing home in July.
	 Wishing a happy birthday to our 
members celebrating another trip 
around the sun, happy anniversary, 
congratulations, and our condo-
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What’s Happppeningg
May

03 Branch 336/Verhovay Home Association Golf Outing, Manada Golf
 Club, Grantville, PA. Information: verhovayhomeassn@gmail.com

01-03 A World A'Fair, Greene County Expo Center, Xenia, OH.
 Information: https://aworldafair.org

If you know of an event happening in your area
that you think your fellow WPA members

might like to attend, send your information to
John Lovasz at jlovasz@wpalife.org.

31 Deadline to submit applications for WPFASF, Inc. grants for 2026.
 For eligibility rules and application form, see pages 8 and 9.

18 Branch 18 Election of Officers, Hungarian Rhapsody Restaurant,
 Southgate, MI. For more information, call 412-231-2979, ext. 126.

August 08 WPA Picnic, The Shrine Center, Cheswick, PA.
More information to be published in upcoming issues of WPALife.

September

June 06 Annual Hungarian Festival, Somerset Street, New Brunswick, NJ.
Information: www.hungarianfestival.org

13 3rd Annual Al & Betty Vargo Scholarship Golf Outing, Champion Lakes
Golf Course, Bolivar, PA. For information, call 412.398.2078

18-19 Polacek Family Johnstown Slavic Festival, Johnstown, PA.
 Information: www.jaha.org/events/johnstown-slavic-festival/

06 American Hungarian Friends of Scouting Annual Hungarian Festival,
Parma, OH. Information: https://csbk.org/en.

October 03 Branch 336/Verhovay Home Association Golf Outing, Manada Golf
 Club, Grantville, PA. Information: verhovayhomeassn@gmail.com
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Branch 89 Vice President 
Mark Maskarinec met the 

official mascot of the Notre 
Dame University basketball 

team while attending the 
ACC Women's Basketball 

Tournament held this April in 
Duluth, GA.

Once again, the seasons have 
turned and spring has sprung. 
That means it is time for our Third 
Annual Al and Betty Vargo Memo-
rial Golf Outing for the benefit of 
the WPFA Scholarship Foundation 
and The First Hungarian Reformed 
Church of Homestead.
	 The outing will be held on Sat-
urday, June 13, at Champion Lakes 
Golf Course in Bolivar, PA. Over 
the past two years, we have raised 
$3,000 for the Scholarship Founda-
tion in the Vargos' name.
	 We hope to grow the outing 
this year, but we need your help 
to do so. We hope you will come 
and golf, but if you are not a golfer, 
please help us in other ways. Most 
importantly, please attend our 
banquet. We promise to have a 
fabulous auction table and other 
giveaways. Some will be golf re-
lated, but many are not. I am told 
there will be a very nice gift basket 
courtesy of our friends at Ulta.  
	 There are any number of ways 
you can help the fund: be a hole 
sponsor, donate a gift basket (lot-
tery tickets are always welcome!), 
or volunteer to help us. We can 
always use volunteers.
	 We take a certain amount of 
pride in giving you the best bang 
for your buck. Please help any way 
you can. We especially want to 
reach out to members in West-
moreland County as well as those 
in the Somerset/Bedford area. As 

lences to those who have lost a 
loved one.
	 If you have anything you want 
to share in future branch articles, 
please email wpennbranch44@
gmail.com.
	 Don’t forget to contact Alan 
Szabo at 330-565-7592 for all your 
life insurance needs.
	 Have a great summer!

lifelong Pittsburghers, we some-
times forget there is a whole other 
world outside of Allegheny County. 
Brochures will be available shortly. 
We can always be reached by 
voice or sending a text message to 
412-398-2078.
	 Please consider attending this 
event. Let’s show Al and Betty how 
important they were to everyone. 
	 We thank Diane Torma, Joyce 	
Nicholson and WPALife for all the 
help and support they continue 
to offer us for the success of this 
event. Mark will be presenting a 
check for $1,000 on May 11 to 
Mrs. Torma and Mrs. Nicholson.  
We know Al and Betty would be so 
proud of this accomplishment in 
their honor.
	 Branch 89 is sad to report the 
death of Dr. Michael P. Maskar-
inec, brother of Mark Maskarinec.  
Mike lost his battle against kidney 
disease and multi-organ failure 
one week before his 75th birth-
day. Mike was a very bright and 
intelligent individual who knew a 
lot about everything, especially 
anything chemically related. He 
was a top chemist and author of 
two patents.
	 Mark was able to see Mike 
one week prior to his death while 
in Georgia attending the ACC 
Women’s Basketball Tournament.  
While at the tournament, Mark 
was fortunate to meet the official 

mascot of the Notre Dame bas-
ketball team. Mike, Mark and his 
brother Marty and their late father 
were huge Notre Dame football 
and basketball fans.
	 Mike was a Notre Dame alum-
nus, and his final wish was to be 
cremated and buried at Notre 
Dame. Mike’s final wish will be 
honored.
	 We send our sympathy to Mark, 
his brother Marty and Mike’s chil-
dren, Brian Maskarinec and Sarah 
Sumrall, and their families during 
this difficult time.
	 Branch 89 was saddened to 
hear of the recent sudden death 
of another member, Kristine 

“Kiki” Mako, daughter of Paul and 
Gretchen Mako. Gone way too 
soon.  
	 In addition to Mike and Kiki, 
Branch 89 would also like to send 
condolence messages the families 
of our members who passed away 
since our last article: Pauline Ban-
key, Clytie Glancy, Mary Hammond, 
Sarolta Javorsky, Mary Pilardi, 
Debra Rodibaugh, Charles Tokey 
and Mary Zito. May God be with 
all the grieving families.
	 On a happier note, we would 
wish all the mothers out there a 
Happy Mother’s Day on May 10 
and a Happy Father's Day to all 
the dads on June 4. Do something 
special to celebrate your special 
day. You deserve it.

By Mark S. Maskarinec
and Lisa S. Toth-Maskarinec

Branch 89
Homestead, PA
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	 In closing, remember to pick up 
the phone and call a loved one or 
friend. Do something special for 
someone and you will be the true 
winner in the game of life.
	 Happy spring, one and all!

By John E. Burus
Spring is in the air as the birds are 
chirping, the trees are budding 
and flowering and the lawns are 
looking lush and green. Looking 
forward to planting the garden 
in May as there is nothing better 
than fresh vegetables.
	 The next Branch 132 quarterly 
meeting will be held on Tuesday, 
June 9, at the Martin's Supermar-
ket Deli on Ireland Road (second 
floor), 926 Erskine Plaza, South 
Bend at 5:00 p.m. We will finalize 
the date for our summer picnic at 
that time. Looking forward to see-
ing all the branch members.

Branch 132
South Bend, IN

By Debbie Lewis
Hello all from Columbus. We hope 
everyone has been having beauti-
ful spring weather. We have had 
mostly great weather the last 
month, but some days have been 
colder than normal.
	 Important dates for the month 
of May include: Mother's Day 
(May 10), Armed Forces Day (May 
16) and Memorial Day (May 25).  
Dates for June include: branch 
meeting (June 3), Flag Day (June 
14) and Father's Day and the be-
ginning of summer (June 21).        
	 This is a reminder that if you 
will be applying for a scholar-
ship grant provided by the WPFA 
Scholarship Foundation for the 
2026-2027 academic year, you 
must have your application and 
other requirement submitted by 
May 31. Information is in this issue 
of William Penn Life.
	 We will be having our next 
branch meeting on Wednesday, 
June 3, at 11:30 a.m. at Plank's on 
Broadway, 4022 Broadway, Grove 
City. It is always great to see more 
members attending.
	 The next few months will be the 
time many will be taking family va-
cations. Please be safe in all your 
travels. And with school being out 
for the summer, keep an eye out 
while driving for children playing 
near or in the streets. Watch out 
for motorcycles as they can some-
times be hard to see. Please don't 
drive distracted.
	 Congratulations to all our mem-
bers graduating from high school, 
college, nursing, technical or trade 
schools. Good luck to all of you in 
your future education plans or job 
searches.

Branch 129
Columbus, OH

	 We congratulate all those cel-
ebrating birthdays, anniversaries 
and additions to their families.
	 Get well wishes to all that have 
been ill or hospitalized. Hope all 
have a speedy recovery. 
	 We also extend our sincere 
sympathy to all who have recently 
lost a loved one. Remember them 
by the good times you shared 
with them and keep them in your 
prayers.
	 For all your life insurance and 
annuity needs, or to report any 
news you would like to share in 
this magazine, please contact Deb-
bie Lewis at 614-875-9968 or at 
e-mail her at DAL9968@aol.com.

By Judit Ganchuk
At our last branch meeting, we 
planned on participating in both 
the WPA Easter Baskets program 
and the Join Hands against Hunger 
food drive. The branch officers 
decided to move our summer 
bacon roast and picnic to a date 
when the weather will be on our 
side and the temperature is more 
amiable. More details at our June 
meeting.
	 In other branch news, we plan 

Branch 226
McKeesport, PA

?
Are your

beneficiaries 
up to date?

	 That’s a question you 
should ask yourself at least 
once a year. Regularly check-
ing the beneficiaries listed 
on your life insurance cer-
tificates is the only way to 
ensure that the people you 
want to receive the benefits 
of your life insurance are the 
ones who will receive it.
	 Think about the changes 
that have occurred in your 
life since you purchased 
your life insurance. Getting 
married, having children, los-
ing a loved one and getting 
remarried are all life changes 
that affect your responsi-
bilities. Do the beneficiaries 
listed on your life insurance 
certificates reflect such 
changes?
	 If you need to update the 
beneficiaries listed on your 
WPA certificates--either pri-
mary or secondary benefi-
ciaries--contact your WPA 
representative. Or, call our 
Home Office at 412-231-2979.



WPALife Simplified Issue Single Premium Whole Life 140th Anniversary Special
YES, I am interested in applying for this special insurance program

Name:								        Date of Birth:

Address:

Telephone:						      Email Address: 

Are you an existing member of WPA? YES / NO (Circle One) • Do you use tobacco? YES / NO (Circle One)
DISCLAIMER: I have not been declined or refused a table rating by WPALife or any other insurance carrier 
since September 1, 2023, subject to MIB inquiry.

Signature Required:
For more information mail, email or fax completed form to:

Sales Department, WPALife, 709 Brighton Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15233
Email: sales@wpalife.org  •  Fax: 412-586-4067 • Phone: 412-231-2979, ext. 102

The maximum face amounts
available under this simplified

issue special are:

For Issue Ages 18 - 65 = $10,000
For Issue Ages 66 - 80 = $5,000

Those ages 17 and under and
ages 81 and above are not eligible.

From now through September 30, 2026, you may qualify to 
purchase valuable life insurance with no health questions asked. 
If you are hesitant to buy life insurance because you think it 
involves a long and complicated process, or if you think your 
health history might disqualify you from owning life insurance, 
this may be the way to acquire the coverage you need. 

WPALife Simplified Issue SPWL
140th Anniversary Special

Pay one premium or
use our interest-free loan option 

Life insurance with
NO health questions

You choose how to pay -- either with a one-time premium at 
the time of enrollment, OR with one-third down and the rest 
through an interest-free loan payable over a one, two or three- 
year period (based on the amount of your total premium).

Our 140th Anniversary gift to you!

OfferOffer
extendedextended

to Sept. 30!to Sept. 30!

For this promotion, there is a limit of one new insurance policy per person. Those who purchased a Simplified Issue plan previously are ineligible for this promotion. 
Age and face amount limits apply. Dividends are not anticipated. Any individual who applied for life insurance and has been declined or refused a table rating by 
WPALife or any other insurance carrier since September 1, 2023, is NOT eligible, subject to MIB inquiry. Signature verification on the disclaimer above is required. 
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By Mark Schmidt
Wow, it’s amazing how fast the 
weather changes, and looking out 
the window I know that spring has 
arrived; and it’s about time. 
	 I hope everyone had a blessed 
and happy Easter, Passover and 
Ramadan. At this time of year we 
truly realize all God’s blessings and 
bounty. And it is soooo much fun 
watching kids with their Easter 

Branch 249
Dayton, OH

to donate a raffle item to the Free 
Hungarian Reformed Church’s 
spring bingo in April and WPA 
Branch 89’s summer golf outing in 
memory of Al and Betty Vargo. We 
are looking into details about the 
Alzheimer's Association’s arts and 
crafts fundraiser, End Alzheimer’s 
Project, and considering making 
Christmas cards for the senior care 
home in McKeesport.
	 Last year, our branch officers 
hosted a table at the Renzie Market 
in McKeesport with little success 
for a lot of sweat. We won’t have 
a table there this year, but we saw 
that the market has changed loca-
tions. The market will now take 
place at the Andrew Jakomas Blue 
Top Pavilion in Renziehausen Park 
(for GPS: 1635 Arboretum Drive).
You may see us there shopping for 
some treats and gifts on the follow-
ing dates: May 21, June 18, July 16, 
Aug. 27, Sept. 17, and Oct. 15.
	 We hope to see you at the WPA 
picnic on Aug. 8 in Cheswick, PA! 
Bring your kids or your grandkids!
	 Do you have good news you’d 
like us to share? Text message the 
branch at 412-566-7191 or find 
our private Facebook group online. 
If you’re like us, we get a lot of 
robo-calls, so we might not pick up. 
Text message is the best method 
of reaching our branch officers. If 
you’re on Facebook, we’d love to 
have you join our group. Make sure 
to like the main WPALife page on 
Facebook, too!
	 Our branch’s general meetings 
are held quarterly every March, 
June, September, and December. 
Our next two regular meetings are 
planned to be held at 6:00 p.m. on 

June 30 and Sept. 29 at the Chick-
fil-A restaurant in the Waterfront 
complex near McKeesport. We 
miss having more members at 
our meetings and would like to 
swap officers and roles, so if there 
are others who are interested in 
keeping our branch active, leading 
our branch into the future, please 
come to the June meeting and en-
joy a chicken sandwich (or a float!) 
on us!
	 Social media influencers 
sometimes make the claim that 
the sense of community is gone 
for younger generations, but our 
branch has been offering a sense 
of community for decades, and 
it’s time you enjoyed one of our 
branch meetings with us in person.
	 If you or someone you know is 
looking for a community to join, 
why not consider looking for a 
community where they belong? 
That’s what we are asking for: 
more members in an already 
established community giving back 
to those in need and appreciating 
life together.

baskets and chocolate faces.
	 Branch 249 supported Join 
Hands Against Hunger by donat-
ing to a local food kitchen--Miami 
Valley Meals. MVM creates free 
chef prepared meals in bulk 
for distribution throughout the 
greater Dayton area. These meals 
are greatly needed at a time when 
food has become so expensive and 
dollars don’t stretch as far as they 
used to for seniors, families and 
homeless.
	 We are meeting soon with the 
members of Queen of Martyrs 
Church to plant flower boxes at 
the front of the church and go 
over other landscaping needs.
	 By the time you read this, we 
will have enjoyed the Eastern 
European Heritage Experience 
(EEHE) on April 18 at St. Paul 
Catholic Church in Englewood, OH. 
This event is held annually by the 
Magyar Club of Dayton.
	 Thank you to the WPALife 
Home Office, who was a big spon-
sor of the event. Branch 249 had a 
booth at the event where we met 
many old friends, members and 
made acquaintances with many 
new friends.
	 We were looking forward to 
seeing the other Eastern Euro-
pean clubs, vendors, musicians 
and listening to the live music 
and sampling the food. Especially 
the food! The Festival Club Danc-
ers of Dayton are always a big hit 
with ethnic Hungarian dances. My 
favorite is the bottle dance, where 
the ladies dance with a carafe of 
wine on top of their heads. Talk 
about steady nerves!
	 On June 14 starting at 11:00 
a.m., there will be a bacon roast 
at Paw Paw Shelter in Hills and 
Dales Park in Dayton. Please bring 
a dish or dessert, and the Magyar 
Club will supply the fixings for the 
bacon fry. Tons of food and fun.
	 Don’t forget Mother's Day on 
Sunday, May 10, and Father's Day 
on June 21. Without our parents, 
where would you be? Non-exis-
tent, that’s where you’d be!
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	 Monday, May 25, is Memorial 
Day. As Harry Truman said: "Our 
debt to the heroic men and valiant 
women in the service of our coun-
try can never be repaid. They have 
earned our undying gratitude. 
America will never forget their 
sacrifices."
	 We also celebrate all of you 
with birthdays, anniversaries and 
new babies at this special time of 
spring renewal. I want to espe-
cially wish my wife, Anne Marie, a 
happy birthday. Still looking like 
my first meeting with her in 1985.
Wish I could say the same for me.
	 Get well wishes to those under 
the weather or hospitalized. I 
completely sympathize with you 
having gone through some of my 
own issues.
	 Please pray for our friends, fam-
ily and members who have passed 
away. Their survivors need our 
support. Give them a call or drop 
by for a visit.
	 Welcome to our newest mem-
ber, Karen Buckey! I hope to see 
you at any of the many local 
events. If you have any questions 
or insurance needs, please call us 
at 937-938-0198.
	 Now on to the biggest event of 
the year: America’s 250th birth-
day, or the Semiquincentennial. It 
will be celebrated on July 4, 2026 
marking 250 years since the
Declaration of Independence. The 
celebration, often referred to as 
America250, is a multi-year effort 
running through 2026, featuring 
nationwide events, community 
block parties, and educational ini-
tiatives focused on history, service, 
and the future.
	 See you soon!

Branch News
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By Mary A. Kelly-Lovasz
First, due to scheduling conflicts, 
our May meeting date has been 
moved to May 28, at 6:00 p.m. 
Warmer weather, at long last! 	
After a wild and woolly start to 

Branch 296
Springdale, PA

2026, we’ve earned our badge 
for sunnier and, hopefully, calmer 
weather. Bring on the graduations, 
ball games, grilling season and 
much, much more. 
	 During May and June, mothers 
and fathers are celebrated with 
love and gratitude, respectively, 
on their special days. Many of 
us have also had special people 
who have acted in place of our 
parents. Maybe they have been 
grandparents, step-parents, aunts 
and uncles or siblings. God bless 
all who have raised us. You are 
greatly loved.
	 Lest we forget, May 25 is
Memorial Day when remem-
brance and appreciation is offered 
to military service members who 
paid the ultimate sacrifice for our 
country. Memorial Day is so much 
more than holiday sales and cook-
outs. 
	 Happy May and June birthday 
greetings to Helen Slaninka, Mary 
Ann Slaninka, Terry Panaro, Branch 
Vice President Angela Wislie 
Misera and all our members cel-
ebrating during these months.
	 Mark your calendars for our 
WPA Picnic at Cheswick’s Shrine 
Center on Saturday, Aug. 8. What 
a perfect place for a picnic! 
We’ll have ethnic and traditional 
American food as dining options. 
George Batyi and his Gypsy Stringz 
band will play Magyar tunes, so 
put on your dancing shoes for the 
csárdás! Great food, lively music, 
and lots of friendly faces. Invite 
your family and friends for this 
great fraternal event! More infor-
mation can be found inside the 

front cover of this issue.
	 Our Branch 296 annual bacon 
roast is still in its planning stages, 
but we will have a date and venue 
set very soon. Again, I will keep 
you posted.
	 For those recovering from sur-
geries or illnesses, we wish each 
of you a complete and speedy 
recovery, most especially to John 
Torma.
	 Final reminder for our 2026-
2027 WPFASF, Inc. student ap-
plicants: your application and 
scholarship requirements are due 
by May 31. Look for the applica-
tion and scholarship eligibility 
rules in this issue on pages 10 and 
11. Please read the rules carefully 
and do not delay!
	 Remember: our next branch-
meeting has been changed to 5:00 
p.m. on April 30 for our Join Hands 
Day project, followed by dinner 
at the Tarentum Pittsburgh Mills 
Eat’n Park. Our summer break 
begins after the May 28 branch 
meeting. All adult members are 
always welcome and encouraged 
to attend.
	 If you have any personal mile-
stones that you would like for me 
to share with our readers, you 
may contact me at 724-274-5318 
or at makelly367@verizon.net.             
	 Friendly and helpful WPA agent 
Noreen Fritz, FIC, can be reached 
at either 412-821-1837 or noreen.
fritz@comcast.net. Remember 
that Noreen can provide valuable 
assistance with your life insurance 
and annuity needs.
	 Step out into the sun for some 
Vitamin D!
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Call us at 412-231-2979,
or your local WPA sales
representative, to learn

about investing in
a WPA Deferred

Annuity Plan.

Cash in on our highest interest rate:

5.5%on a 9-year Deferred Annuity
guaranteed for 12 months

Other great rates available now:

•5.25% on 5-Year Annuities
guaranteed for 12 months

•5.0% on 2-Year Annuities
guaranteed for 24 months

*Early surrender charges may apply.
Annuity rates may change without notice.
All annuities may be subject to IRS penalties
for early withdrawals. Early withdrawals of 10% 
of accumulated account values are not subject to 
early surrender charges. WPL •  MAY/JUNE 2026 • 25
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By Carmen Calderon
Saturday, March 28, was truly a 
day to remember for Branch 336 
and the Verhovay Home Associa-
tion. We were honored to host 
our annual Easter Egg Hunt for the 
children and grandchildren of our 
members. It was everything we 
hoped the event would be: full of 
laughter, excitement and genuine 
moments of joy.
	 Each child was welcomed with a 
basket filled with crafts and sweet 
treats, giving them something to 
dive into right away. Tables quickly 
filled with little hands hard at work 
creating, coloring and proudly 
displaying their masterpieces. It is 
always special to see how simple 
activities can bring so much happi-
ness.
	 Beyond the crafts, the room 
buzzed with activity. From festive 
photo props to games like bunny-
ear ring toss, a steady energy 
of fun filled the morning. Light 
snacks and drinks were shared, 
giving families a chance to relax 
and connect as a community.
	 Just when it felt like the day 
couldn’t get any better, word 
spread that someone special 
was on his way. The energy in 
the room shifted instantly; eyes 
lit up and whispers spread until 
the Easter Bunny made his grand 
arrival. He spent time with every 
child, posing for pictures and shar-
ing hugs to ensure everyone felt 
celebrated.
	 Then came the moment every-
one had been waiting for. With the 
Easter Bunny leading the way, the 
children gathered for the egg hunt. 
What followed was pure joy. Buck-
ets filled quickly, laughter echoed, 
and more than a few children 
needed extra bags for their haul.
	 Days like this remind us of the 
importance of creating space for 
these community moments. While 
this is a special occasion on our 
calendar, seeing it come to life 

Branch 336
Harrisburg, PA

was incredibly moving. We are so 
grateful to everyone who joined us 
and to the volunteers who helped 
make this day so meaningful.

Members and friends, both 
young and young-at-heart, of  
Branch 336 and the Verhovay 

Home Association (VHA) en-
joyed meeting the Easter Bunny 

during an Easter Egg Hunt 
hosted by the branch and the 

VHA held March 28.

By Joyce Nicholson
We thank the WPALife Home 
Office for giving our branch the 
means to donate to local needy 
individuals and organizations for 
the Easter Basket and Join Hands 
Against Hunger programs this year. 
	 We contributed to the Friend-
ship Room, the Wintersville Bless-
ings Box and the Shelter on Sixth 
(SOS) homeless shelter. All were 
very thankful for the donations of 
food and hygiene items.
	 WPALife is an organization built 
on a mission of service, com-
munity and financial security. 
Guided by a purpose that extends 
far beyond traditional insurance, 
WPALife is dedicated to supporting 
families, enriching communities 
and preserving cultural heritage. 

Branch 349
Weirton, WV

Through our life insurance and 
annuity programs, as well as our 
charitable and fraternal initia-
tives, WPALife continues to make a 
meaningful impact on the lives of 
its members and the communities 
it serves since 1886. We celebrate 
140 years of service to you.
	 Which is why, as spring unfolds 
and summer approaches, this is 
the perfect moment to look ahead 
with optimism and renewed 
energy. This season brings growth, 
possibility and a sense of momen-
tum—much like the work all of us 
continue to do together.
	 With warmer days on the hori-
zon, we’re excited for the oppor-
tunity this time of year brings and 
the positive impact we can create 
moving forward with events such 
as the WPA Picnic on Saturday, 
Aug. 8, at the Pittsburgh Shrine 
Center and the WPA Tour to Hun-
gary and Central Europe from Sept. 
25 to Oct. 8. Mark your calendars 
for these important dates. 
	 You can also set your sights on 
our Branch 349 Christmas party 
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By Joan B. Ballash
I begin by writing about what we 
hold dear and celebrate on May 
10 (Mother's Day) and June 21 
(Father's Day). These two Sundays 
have been set aside to remember 
very important people in our lives, 
whether they are still with us or 

Branch 800
Altoona, PA

LEFT: Harry Nicholson fills the Win-
tersville, OH, Blessing Box with dona-
tions from Branch 349 as part of the 
Join Hands Against Hunger Campaign. 
ABOVE:  The branch also contributed 
more than 50 sandwiches to the Friend-
ship Room in Steubenville, OH.

on Saturday, Nov. 21. More info on 
that will be forthcoming.
	 The William Penn Fraternal As-
sociation Scholarship Foundation, 
Inc. application deadline is May 31.  
If you are an eligible student, take 
a few minutes to complete your 
application.
	 If you have been a past recipi-
ent of a scholarship, please think 
about making a donation to the 
Scholarship Foundation. You 
are part of a proud community 
of scholarship recipients whose 
achievements continue to inspire 
the next generation. We invite 
you to pay it forward by making a 
donation to the program that once 
invested in you. Your support—no 
matter the size—helps open doors 
for future students and ensures 
this opportunity continues to 
make a meaningful difference for 
years to come. 
	 And, now, this article’s interest-
ing fact: Budapest almost named a 
bridge after Chuck Norris. In 2008, 
Chuck Norris earned huge sup-
port in a public vote to name the 
city’s newest bridge spanning the 
Danube River. However, the rules 
allowed only Hungarian names, 
so it became the Megyeri Bridge 
instead.
	 Years later, an artist added a 
small Chuck Norris hand-crafted 
statue to the bridge, creating a 
whimsical tribute to the actor and-

martial arts legend. 
	 We wish happy birthday to 
branch members with May/June 
anniversaries and birthdays.
	 Our prayers go out to those 
who may have lost loved ones 
recently.  Our branch has lost sev-
eral valuable members over the 
winter:  Helen Baska, John Rado-
chio, Alfred Rotella, Joseph Setlak, 
Rochelle Slator and Cledith Tothe. 
May your loved one rest in peace.
	 Get well wishes continue to go 
out to those under the weather.
	 If you have any news you wish 
to share with us, or if you would 
like information about our branch 
activities, please call me at 740-
264-6238 or email at jen567476@
yahoo.com.  
	 You can call on Alan Szabo for 
all your insurance needs at 330-
482-9994.
	 To all our friends, relatives and 
members, please continue to stay 
safe and healthy.  

have passed away into eternity. 
Pray for them regardless.
	 Then there is Memorial Day, 
which provides us with the op-
portunity to honor the men and 
women of our armed forces who 
sacrificed their lives in service to 
our country. Families lost loved 
ones. Many towns and cities will 
hold a service and/or parade to be 
certain we do not forget.
	 Fly the flag on June 14 and 
pray for our nation and for those 
currently serving in the military 
throughout the world.
	 Branch 800 participated in the 
Easter Baskets program by giving 
a supermarket gift card to each of 
four local families.
	 Our branch also voted to par-
ticipate in the Join Hands Against 
Hunger campaign by donating 
money to Catholic Charities, the 
St. Vincent de Paul Soup Kitchen 
and the American Rescue Workers. 
These three organizations offer 
support to people in need in our 
community.
	 Thank you to the Home Office 
for the guidance and impetus for 
these fraternal opportunities.
	 Congratulations to spring gradu-
ates, June newlyweds and Branch 
President Dennis Greiner on his 
June birthday, and to others mark-
ing a special event.
	 Over these past months, my 
husband Victor and I lost several 
close relatives and friends. We 
extend condolences to everyone 
who is grieving. Think about the 
good times you shared.
	 If you have any news or events 
that you want others to know 
about, call 814-931-1712.
	 If you have questions concern-
ing life insurance or annuities, call 
Bob Jones at 814-932-8609.
	 Branch 800 meetings are held at 
7:00 p.m. on the second Monday 
of each month at the Blair Tower 
Community Room, 1600 - 8th 
Ave., Altoona. All adult members 
are welcome and encouraged to 
attend.
	 Summer is coming!
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In Memoriam
Please remember in your 
thoughts all our recently 
departed members and 

their loved ones.
FEBRUARY/MARCH  2026

0001	 BRIDGEPORT, CT
	 Leonard A. D'Agostino
	 Vilma Anne Gavay
	 Sylvia Jakabcin
	 Richard J. Mulqueen
0005	 PHOENIX, AZ
	 Robert Keimer
0008	 JOHNSTOWN, PA
	 Lena R. Eudy
	 Margaret I. Martin
	 Elizabeth Shearman
0009	 HAZLETON, PA
	 Donald J. Andes
	 David E. Wardrop
	 Isabella Zipay
0014	 CLEVELAND, OH
	 Emil Joseph Borocz
	 Nicholas J. Bush
	 Kathleen Hebebrand
	 Steven Lenart
	 Mary M. Lukovics
	 Thomas A. Novak
	 Julia R. Yambor
	 Mark A. Zubek
0015	 CHICAGO, IL
	 Allan M. Joza
	 Jacqueline F. Noren
	 Joseph H Sebestyen
0018	 LINCOLN PARK, MI
	 Marian E. Brewbaker Moran
	 Geraldine Burditt
	 Lillian Haranda
	 Monica G. Lambert
	 Irene K. Merta
	 Barbara Irene Nyilos
	 Carol A. O'Neill

	 Nancy P. Rhome
	 Gerald M. Zambo
0019	 NEW BRUNSWICK, NJ
	 Joseph J. Blaskovitz, Jr.
	 Janet M. Luyber
	 Yolanda Makai
	 Jean T. Pitt
0026	 SHARON, PA
	 Theresia Sleder
	 Joan Whitney-Rightnour
0028	 YOUNGSTOWN, OH
	 Marlene A. Battaglia
	 Helen M. Dinda
	 Mary K. Lynch
	 Betty Peyko
	 John Toth
	 Patricia Whitlow
0044	 AKRON, OH
	 Rose Galko
	 Helen E. Natcher
0048	 NEW YORK, NY
	 Fedora Ferro
	 Pooja Shah
0051	 PASSAIC, NJ
	 Bonnie D. Cohen
	 Imani S. Cook
	 Carolyn Edwards
	 Laszlo Harangozo
	 Mary Sonye
	 Irene Sudol
0076	 PHILADELPHIA, PA
	 Richard J. Fachet
	 Edward Holden
	 Frank J. Mall
	 Christine Weiss
0088	 RURAL VALLEY, PA
	 Arthur G. Foster
0089	 HOMESTEAD, PA
	 Pauline Bankey
	 Clytie M. Glancy
	 Mary Hammond
	 Sarolta A. Javorsky

	 Mary M. Pilardi
	 Debra H. Rodibaugh
	 Charles J. Tokey
	 Mary P. Zito
0132	 SOUTH BEND, IN
	 Robert J. Courtney
	 Eleanor A. Dalton
	 Anna Fearing
	 Everett Grandelius
	 Rosemarie Norris
	 Lillian Szaz
	 Helen Wilkins
0209	 ST. LOUIS, MO
	 Nathan D. Rooffener
0216	 NORTHAMPTON, PA
	 Loretta Buki
	 James A. Churgai
	 Magdalene Miller
	 Robert J. Piot
	 Stephen A. Polgar
	 Mary Richter
	 Frances Siderias
	 Irene Tizekker
	 Rosemary Tizekker
0226	 McKEESPORT, PA
	 James M. Butti
	 John C. Huss
	 Elizabeth M. Klimchock
0249	 DAYTON, OH
	 Louis V. Lorencz
	 Anna M. Penney
0278	 OMAHA, NE
	 Michael D. Moreland
0296	 SPRINGDALE, PA
	 David E. Holland
	 Richard Olex
	 Vincent Perry
	 Joseph Szentesi
0310	 LYNCH, KY
	 David E. Love
0336	 HARRISBURG, PA
	 Raymond E. Fitzsimmons

Donations Through
Premium Payments
FEBRUARY 2026
Branch - Donor - Amount
18 - Emma J. Cislo - $5.00
19 - Frank Papp - $5.00
28 - Reagan M. Holland - $1.00
89 - Tracy B. Findlay - $3.06
89 - Eric J. Berger - $10.00
89 - Audrey M. Swartele - $50.00
129 - Stephanie L. Shepard - $4.58
226 - Judit Borsay - $25.00
226 - Timothy R. Holtzman - $1.40
296 - Elsie R. Cristillo - $5.00
720 - John A. Puleo - $8.09
TOTAL for Month = $118.13

Donations
MARCH 2026
Branch - Donor - Amount
9 - Christopher Phillips - $5.00
18 - Christopher D. Willim - $10.00
28 - Elizabeth C. Spencer - $25.00
88 - Anthony Odosso - $10.00
89 - Veronica A. Ujevich - $10.06
89 - Caitlin R. Farley - $20.00
89 - James M. Ujevich - $9.62
129 - Julie Westcamp - $1.53
129 - Mollie A. Westcamp - $2.20
216 - Kelly J. Scherfel - $3.39
226 - Elliot Bellows - $50.00
336 - Joseph R. Krajcsik - $25.00
352 - Katherine Ann Eitel - $100.00
720 - Ronald R. Ferguson - $13.00
TOTAL for Month = $284.80

Additional Donations
FEBRUARY/MARCH 2026
Donor - Amount
     (In Memory of, if applicable)
Eileen Kraepel - $25.00
Mary A. Kelly-Lovasz & John E.
	 Lovasz - $50.00
	 (Marge & Toni Kosheba)
Verhovay Home Assn. - $20,177.62
WPA Br. 226 McKeesport, PA - $89.00
WPA Cookbook Sales - $20.00
TOTAL = $20,361.62

	 Mary Skibo
	 Rita M. Swain
	 Jacqueline F. Zangari
0349	 WEIRTON, WV
	 Gazi Bokkon
	 Peter J. Graceffa
	 Helen V. Martin
	 Betty Jane Pozega
	 Frederick J. Schildkamp
	 Albert W. Schrimp
	 Donald J. Vargo
0352	 PITTSBURGH, PA
	 Velma Anderton
	 James E. Bach
	 Sherry L. Cornecki
	 Earl T. Holman
	 Margaret Homze
	 Ellen C. Mitchell
	 Philip L. Mousseau
	 Frank C. Preininger
	 Margaret Revak
	 Laureen A. Salerno
	 Fred A. Trello
	 Louis J. Wassermann
0383	 BUFFALO, NY
	 Irene Lemke
0400	 CHARLOTTE, NC
	 A. Z. Rogers
0525	 LOS ANGELES, CA
	 Louise Larocca
	 Alice Marosy
	 Ann J. Oakland
	 Charlotte M. Plaza
	 Frank Rusnak
	 Zoltan W. Sabados
	 Margaret E. Vincze
0590	 CAPE CORAL, FL
	 Patricia A. Boucher
	 Irene Fortuna
	 Judy Hollis
	 Jeanne Pfaltzgraf
0705	 MAYVILLE, WI
	 Dixie D. Burnard
	 Beatrice L. Stanton
0720	 DEDHAM, MA
	 Raymond H. Begin
	 Barbara A. Betournay
	 George T. Currier
	 Arlene M. Johnson
	 Richard S. Lizek
	 Robert E. Rainville
	 Joshua M. Wasnewsky
	 Charles E. Wedge
8036	 SCOTTDALE, PA
	 Jeffrey Pickerill
8114	 CLARION, PA
	 James V. Amato
8340	 BALTIMORE, MD
	 Deborah Powell

	



Puzzle Contest #217
WINNERS

The winners of our Puzzle Contest #217 were drawn 
Feb. 11, 2026 at the Home Office. Congratulations to:

Mary A. Nicholson, Br. 352 Pittsburgh, PA
Temple C. Coldren, Br. 216 Northampton, PA 

Leslie F. Petras, Br. 226 McKeesport, PA
Betty F. Fortner, Br. 14 Cleveland, OH

Each won $50 for their correct entry.

RULES
ALL WPA members are eligible to enter.

Complete the word search puzzle correctly.

Mail your completed puzzle, along with your name, address,
phone number, email address, and WPA Certificate Number, to:

WPA PUZZLE #220
709 Brighton Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15233

Entries must be received at the Home Office by June 30, 2026.

Four winners will be drawn from all correct entries on or about
July 6, 2026, at the Home Office. Each winner will receive $50.

WPA PUZZLE CONTEST #220 OFFICIAL ENTRY
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Address:

City:

State:			   Zip Code:

Phone:

Email:

WPA Certificate No.:

“Talkin' Baseball” Word List

Puzzle Contest #220

Ballpark
Bush League

Closer
Curveball
First Base

Go to Bat
Grand Slam
Home Run

Off Base
Out of Left Field

Out of the Park
Play Hardball

Rain Check
Strike Out

Touch Base

Sometime back in 1856, a writer for 
the New York Mercury referred to 
baseball as the "nation's pastime." 
For over 120 years, that was argu-

ably true: baseball was America's favorite 
sport. But, over the past 50 years or so, 
it has become quite clear that baseball's 
popularity has declined and football now 
reigns supreme.
	 Still, baseball is unique among sports in 
that its history mirrors that of our nation. 
Even though you may not realize it, base-
ball is ingrained in who we are, particularly 
in the language we use.
	 Some of you may disagree. Right off the 
bat you'll say I'm off base. That may be 
true, but my point isn't coming out of left 
field. Just listen to the way people talk.
	 Has a friend or colleague ever said that 

Talkin'
baseball

they wanted to touch base with you?
	 Have you ever struck out when trying to 
ask someone out on a date because they 
were out of your league?
	 Were you ever asked by someone you 
were supposed to meet if you could take a 
rain check?
	 How many times has life thrown you a 
curveball?
	 How many of you are batting a thou-
sand so far?
	 Sure, lots of folks love to talk about 
football, but when it comes to being a 
natural part of the way we speak, it's not 
in the same ballpark as baseball.
	 So, it's time to step up to the plate and 
take a swing at this issue's puzzle featuring 
baseball idioms.
	 Batter up!
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Please Print WPA RECOMMENDER

WPA Recommender ProgramWPA Recommender Program
Earn cash rewards when you refer new members  to WPA. We will pay adult members age 16 
and older $20 for each first-time applicant they recommend who is issued any WPA permanent 
or term life insurance plan. You can also earn rewards for recommending new life insurance 
plans to current members. WPA will pay you $12 for each current member you recommend who 
is issued a new permanent life insurance plan. You can also earn $10 for each current member 
you recommend who is issued a WPA term life plan. To claim your Recommender reward, send 
us the names and addresses of everyone you know who would enjoy the many fraternal benefits 
that come with membership in WPA. *Family of sales agents living at the same address as the agent do not 
qualify for a Recommender Reward.

Referral FeesReferral Fees
$$10 to 10 to $$2020


